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BFC Comments on... 





Altering Export Control Documents 


Unauthorized alteration of any ex- 
port control document is specifically 
prohibited in part 381.8 of the Com- 
prehensive Export Schedule. Never- 
theless, in recent months BFC has 
been aware of an increasing number 
of violations of this provision, particu- 
larly insofar as import certificates and 
ultimate consignee statements are 
concerned. Many of the documents re- 
ceived clearly show that they have 
been changed in some way after their 
issuance by the foreign government or 
the foreign importer. 

BFC recognizes, however, that on 
occasion an import certificate or ulti- 
mate consignee statement may differ 
to a minor degree from the facts set 
forth on the application for an export 
license. For example, the quantity on 
the importer’s document may be ex- 
pressed in kilograms; on the export 
license application the quantity may 
be expressed in pounds. 

In such cases a letter of explanation 
—not an alteration on the document 
itself—should accompany the applica- 





Honey Export Program Set 
For 1954 Marketing Season 


An export payment of 2% cents a 
pound will be made to U. S. exporters 
who export honey in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of the honey 
export program for the 1954 market- 
ing season, the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture has announced. 

The new program, which is similar 
to those operated during each mar- 
keting season since 1950, was put into 
effect by the Department of Agricul- 
ture on July 21. It is intended to en- 
courage the exportation of domestic 
honey, supplies of which are in excess 
of U. 8S. market requirements, the 
Agriculture Department explained. 

The agency cautioned exporters not 
to make exports in anticipation of 
payments without understanding the 
terms and conditions of the program, 
or without obtaining advance ap- 
proval of an application covering each 
firm sales contract. Program terms 
and conditions and application forms, 
when available, will be mailed to all 
exporters of record with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 


tion. The required translation, if the 
document is in a foreign language, 
may be contained in the letter of 
explanation or in a separate docu- 
ment. 

Exporters are cautioned that any al- 
teration or modification of an import 
certificate, ultimate consignee state- 
ment, or other export control docu- 
ment may not only delay the process- 
ing of the applications they are 
intended to support but may, if con- 
sequential, ultimately subject the ap- 
plication to rejection and the exporter 
to investigation or suspension from 
export privileges. 


Guy E. Wyatt Named 
Field Service Director 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks has administered the oath of 
office to Guy E. Wyatt as Director of 
the Office of Field Services of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Mr. Wyatt 
succeeds Carlton Hayward, who is now 
Director of Personnel of the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Wyatt had been serving as 
Special Assistant to the Director of 
Field Services since July 15, 1953. 
In that position he had responsibility 
for the development and operation 
of the Cooperative Office Program, de- 
signed to develop close relationships 
with the business public by making 
the Department’s vast storehouse of 
information and services available 
locally through chambers of com- 
merce, trade associations, and similar 
business groups. 

Mr. Wyatt formerly operated a busi- 
ness counseling service in New York 
City, concentrating on international 
economic developments. From June 
1946 to April 1950, he was executive 
vice president of the American En- 
terprise Association, New York City. 
From August 1942 to March 1946, he 
served as Commander in the United 
States Navy as Officer in Charge of 
the Shore Patrol Section, Bureau of 
Naval Personnel, Washington, D.C. 
Before entering military service Mr. 
Wyatt had extensive experience in 
business organization, advertising, 
and public relations. 











Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases. 7 


world trade—ranging from compre. 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in 

own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the bugi. 
ness centers of the United 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad, 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations— which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. S. Courthouse 
ata 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8 


dg. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8S. Post Office ané 
Courthouse Bldg. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, 1 age 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 36 NE. First St. 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave. 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
New York 13, N. Y., 346 Broadway. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 717 Liberty Ave. 
Portiand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Courthouse, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
on, Sees 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
ouse. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 Pirst Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 


*) 
——— | 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





- 


President Issues Proclamation 





— 


Duty Rates Raised on Imported Watches 


The President on July 27 issued a proclamation putting into effect 
recommendations of. the U. S. Tariff Commission, made under section 7 
ofthe Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1951, with respect to the rate 
of duty on imports of nonjeweled watches and watches containing not 


more than 17 jewels. 


The proclamation modifies the 
duty concessions on certain types of 
watches provided for in the trade 
agreement with Switzerland. 


The effect of this action is to es- 
tablish rates of duty ranging up to 
§9 percent above present rates but in 
no event above the original rates set 
inthe Tariff Act of 1930. On some im- 

d watch movements there will be 
nochange in duty. While the amount 
of additional duty will vary for dif- 
ferent types of movements, the range 
in duty increases, added to landed 
cost, on regular unadjusted move- 
ments, which constitute the bulk of 
the imports, will be from $0.09 to 
$1.15 per movement. 

The new rates became effective on 
July 28; they do not apply to articles 
exported before that date provided 
they are cleared through U. 8S. cus- 
toms on or before August 26, 1954. 

The U. S. Tariff Commission, in a 
report transmitted to the President 
on May 28, 1954, found that watches 
are being imported in such increased 
quantities as to cause serious injury 
to the American watch manufactur- 
ing industry. The Commission recom- 
mended that in order to remedy this 
serious injury to the domestic indus- 
try, rates of duty upon certain types 
of watches should be increased. These 
findings and recommendations formed 
the basis for the action by the Presi- 
dent. 

The President’s action will have an 
important collateral effect in contrib- 
uting to the maintenance of a satis- 
factory industrial mobilization base 
for the domestic production of watch 
Movements and other precision de- 
vices necessary for national defense. 

An Interdepartmental Committee 
on the Jeweled Watch Industry has 
fecently reported to the Director of 
the Office of Defense Mobilization 
that preservation of the unique skills 
of this industry is essential to the 
national security. 

The reports of the Tariff Commis- 
sion and of the Office of Defense 
Mobilization also were made public 
by those agencies on July 27. 


Text of Proclamation 


WHEREAS, under authority of sec- 
tion 350(a) of the Tariff Act of 1930, 
as amended, the President on January 


August 2, 1954 





9, 1936, entered into a trade agree- 
ment with the Swiss Federal Council, 
including two schedules and a dec- 
laration annexed thereto (49 Stat. (pt. 
2) 3918), and by proclamation of Jan- 
uary 9, 1936 (49 Stat. (pt. 2) 3917), 
proclaimed the said trade agreement, 
which proclamation has been supple- 
mented by proclamation of May 7, 
1936 (49 Stat. (pt. 2) 3959), and proc- 
lamation of November 28, 1940 (54 
Stat. (pt. 2) 2461); and 


WHEREAS the said trade agreement 
was supplemented on October 13, 1950, 
by certain provisions set forth in the 
13th recital of the President’s proc- 
lamation of November 26, 1951 (Proc- 
lamation No, 2954; 16 F.R. 11943); and 


WHEREAS the said trade agreement 
includes duty concessions granted by 
the United States with respect to 
products described in item 367 (a) of 
Schedule II. of the said trade agree- 
ment (49 Stat. (pt. 2) 3940); and 


WHEREAS, to carry out the said 
trade agreement, since February 15, 
1936, duties at the rates respectively 
specified in the said item 367(a) have 
been applied to the products described 
in such item, which duties reflect the 
duty concessions granted in the said 
trade agreement with respect to such 
products; and 


WHEREAS the U. S. Tariff Commis- 
sion has submitted to me its report 
of an investigation, including a hear- 
ing, under section 7 of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951, as 
amended, as a result of which the 
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Commission has found that certain 
products described in the said item 
367(a) are, as a result in part of the 
duties reflecting the concessions 
granted thereon in the said trade 
agreement, being imported into the 
United States in such increased quan- 
tities, both actual and relative, as to 
cause serious injury to the domestic 
industries producing like or directly 
competitive products; and 


WHEREAS the Tariff Commission 
has recommended that the duty con- 
cessions granted in the said trade 
agreement with respect to certain 
products described in the said item 
367(a) be modified to permit the ap- 
plication to such products of higher 
rates of duty hereinafter proclaimed, 
which rates the Commission found and 
reported to be necessary to remedy 
the serious injury to the domestic 
industries producing like or directly 
competitive products; and 


WHEREAS section 350(a) (2) of the 
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (48 
Stat. 943), authorizes the President to 
proclaim such modifications of exist- 
ing duties as are required or appro- 
priate to carry out any foreign trade 
agreement that the President has 
entered into under the said section 
350(a); and 


WHEREAS upon the modification of 
duty concessions in the said trade 
agreement as recommended by the 
Tariff Commission it will be appropri- 
ate, to carry out the said trade agree- 
ment, as supplemented on October 13, 
1950, to apply to the said products 


the rates of duty hereinafter pro- 
claimed: 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. 
EISENHOWER, President of the 
United States of America, acting un- 
der and by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by section 350 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, and 
by section 7(c) of the Trade Agree- 
ments Extension Act of 1951, and in 
accordance with the said trade agree- 
ment as supplemented October 13, 
1950, do proclaim— 

(a) That the provisions of item 367 
(a) of Schedule II of the said trade 
agreement shall be modified, effective 
at the close of business July 27, 1954, 
so as to read as follows: 

Description of articles Rate of duty 
Watch movements, and time-keep- 
ing. time-measuring, or time- 


mechanisms, devices, 
and instruments, whether or not 


Sr about the mm, all the 
on or @ under LT? 
(Continued on Page 4 











U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Outstanding Export Licenses Suspended for 
Communist-Controlled Area of Indochina 


All outstanding export licenses val- 
idated prior to noon, July 26, have 
been suspended for the area of Indo- 
china which is Communist-controlled 
under the Geneva truce agreement, 
and for the temporary Hanoi-Hai- 
phong Enclave, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 


In addition, all general license ship- 
ments for these areas, except those of 
a character permitted to other Com- 
munist-controlled destinations, are re- 
voked. The shipments normally per- 
mitted under general license to such 
destinations, and which will continue 
for the Communist-controlled area in 
Indochina, are those which may be 
made under the designations BAG- 
GAGE, SHIP and PLANE STORES, 
GIFT, CREW, GUS (shipments to 
members of the U. S. armed forces 
and representatives of the United 
States), G-PUB (publications which 
do not contain technical data), and 
GTDA (unrestricted technical data). 


BFC said that export licenses sus- 
pended by the action covering ship- 
ments to the Hanoi-Haiphong Enclave 
held by the Free Forces in north Viet- 
nam will be considered for revalida- 
tion, and, in addition, export licenses 
will continue to be granted to that 
area in accordance with the interest 
of the foreign policy and national se- 
curity of the United States. 


Export licenses covering shipments 
to Cambodia, Laos, and retained Viet- 
nam remain in effect, and future ap- 
plications covering such shipments 
will be approved if the goods are to 
remain in these areas and if the ship- 
ments are in the interest of the for- 
eign policy and national security of 
the United States. 


These actions apply also to the fol- 
lowing: 


@ Shipments aboard an exporting 
carrier which has not been cleared 





investment in 


VENEZUELA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 
. A handbook of basic back- 


ground information prepared by the 
Office of International Trade . . . 
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from the final U. S. port of depar- 
ture. 


@ Shipments transiting the Panama 
Canal Zone. 


@ Intransit shipments made 
through U. S. foreign trade zones. 


@ Shipments destined to be off- 
loaded in Communist-controlled Viet- 
nam, or the Hanoi-Haiphong area, 
for intransit shipment to another des- 
tination. 


These actions were published in 
Current Export Bulletin No. 734, dated 
July 26, 1954. 





Duty Rates .. . 


(Continued from Page 3) 


Description of articles Rate of duty 


wide, whether or not in cases, 
containers, or housings: 


(1) Having more than 1 and not 
more than 17 jewels: 
Over 1.5 inches wide ...... $1.25 each. 
Over 1.22 but not over 1.5 
SD WED SasewcdeSecced $1.35 each. 
Over 1 but not over 1.2 
PE ED pccuntvenceéte $1.35 each. 
Over 0.9 but not over 1 inch 
DE: Kbvensebededséeeeemnna $1.75 each. 
Over 08 but not over 0.9 inch 


wide 00 each. 


(2) Having no jewels or only one 
jewel: 
Over 1.5 inches wide 
Over 12 but not over 1.5 
SOND WEED ceccidéctecece 
Over 1 but not over 1.2 
inches wide $0.93 each. 
Over 09 but not over 1.0 
FS See $1.05 each. 
Over 0.8 but not over 0.9 inch 
WE. What hoch di bdecueBe ce $1.1214 each. 
Over 0.6 but not over 0.8 inch 
SED’. laruhacts © saletbie sii bun Bites eel $1.124% each. 
apeeed $1.35 each. 


(3) Any of the foregoing having 
more than 7 jewels shall 
be subject to an additional 
duty of $0.1345.2 


(4) Any of the foregoing shall be 
subject for each adjustment 
of whatever kind (treating 
adjustment to temperature 
as 2 adjustments) in ac- 
cordance with the marking 
as provided for in subpara- 
graph (b) of paragraph 367, 
Tariff Act of 1930, to an ad- 
ditional duty of $0 


(5) Any of the foregoing, if con- 
structed or designed to oper- 
ate for a period in excess of 
47 hours without rewinding, 
or if self-winding, or if a 
self-winding device may be 
incorporated therein, shall 
be subject to an additional 
Gate GE . ceccocedsicccesceove $0.75 each. 


Provided, That this item 367(a) 
shall not apply to any move- 
ment, mechanism, device, or in- 
strument which contains less 
than 7 jewels if such movement, 
mechanism, device, or instru- 
ment contains a bushing or its 
equivalent (other than a substi- 
tute for a jewel) in any - 
tion customarily occupied by a 
jewel: 


And provided further, That any of 
the foregoing articles exported 


eee eee eee eee eee ee) 





1 For each jewel in excess of 7. 
2 Por each adjustment. 


Certification Needed 


For Cuban Sugar 


Certification by the U. S. Depa. 
ment of Agriculture now is 
before any sugar from Cuba may fy 
entered for direct consumption in the 
United States. 


The requirement, announced by the 
Department of Agriculture on July 3 
as being effective until January 
1955, was brought into effect 
more than 80 percent of the q 
of direct-consumption sugar whig 
may be entered in 1954 from Cuba ha 
already arrived. The _ certification 
method is a means of preventing 
entries of sugar in excess of the 
the Department of Agriculture e. 
plained. 


Form SU-3, application for entry of 
sugar, must be submitted to the 
Sugar Division, Commodity Stabiliza- 
tion Service, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C., for 
approval by that Department prior t 
the entry of the Cuban direct-con- 
sumption sugar. Heretofore in 1954 
applications on Form SU-3 were filed 
directly with Collectors of Customs at 
the port of entry. 


Certifications of Cuban raw sugar for 
further processing will not be required 
until 80 percent of the overall quota 
for Cuba has been entered and no 
tice thereof has been published in the 
Federal Register. 





Description of articles Rate of duty 


to the United States on or before 
July 27, 1954, and there entered, 
or withdrawn from warehouse, 
for consumption before the close 
of business August 26, 1954, shall 
be subject to duty at the rates 
which were in effect for such 
articles on July 1, 1954. 


(b) That, until the President other- 
wise proclaims, the rates of du 
specified in such modified item 367(a) 
as set forth in paragraph (a) abovw 
shall be applied to articles entered, @ 
withdrawn from warehouse, for con 
sumption which are exported to the 
United States after the date of this 
proclamation, and shall be applied # 
articles exported to the United State 
on or before that date which are # 
entered or withdrawn after the clos 
of business August 26, 1954. 


The said proclamation of January § 
1936, as supplemented, is modified at 
cordingly. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed. 


DONE at the City of Washington 
this twenty-seventh day of July if 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and fifty-four, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America 
the one hundred and seventy-ninth. 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD — 





IBRD Farm Mission 
At Work in Japan 


The International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development is 
sending an agricultural mission to 
Japan on invitation of the Japanese 
Government. 

Japan now has to import about 20 

nt of its food requirements, 
and with the continuing increase in 
its population faces even heavier im- 
port demands in the future, the bank 


d. 

Limitations on arable land have led 
the Japanese Government to under- 
take a far-reaching program of as- 
sistance to agriculture and the Gov- 
ernment has asked the bank to make 
available a group of experts to ex- 
amine, against the background of the 
plan, various projects and programs 
designed to increase food produc- 
tion and bring presently unusable 
areas into crop production and pas- 
turage. 

The mission was scheduled to arrive 
in Tokyo on July 18 and to work in 
Japan for about 2 months. 





Thai Economic Mission in 
Burma To Discuss Trade 


An 11-member Thai mission headed 
by the chairman of the Bangkok 
Chamber of Commerce arrived in 
Burma on July 5 to discuss rice mar- 
keting and other Thai-Burmese eco- 
nomic problems. Officials of Burma 
and Thailand hope to agree on a 
common asking price for rice in 1955 
prior to the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization’s meetings 
scheduled in November, the press 
states. 

Other subjects planned to be dis- 
cussed include possible reduction of 
duties on timber exported from Thai- 
land through Burma and on minerals 
exported from Burma through Thai- 
land, and the possibility of rebuilding 
the Bangkok-Moulmein railway. 





investment in 


COLOMBIA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. . A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Office of International Trade .. . 


55 cents 


From U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Supartatontant 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 

ing Office, Washington 25, DBD. C. 
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Venezuelan Wholesale and Retail 
Trade Aided by Credit Buying 


General business conditions in Venezuela during the year’s second , 


quarter continued on a highly satisfactory level. 
Although May and June usually are months when sales are lower, 
because of the slowdown in Government orders until new fiscal year 


funds are forthcoming, the volume 
considered good, probably better than 
in the corresponding period of 1953. 


This satisfactory condition reflects 
the large volume of installment sales 
which have characterized the Vene- 
zuelan market over the past year. 
Credit terms of no down payment and 
monthly installments spread over 
periods as long as 24 months were in 
effect on refrigerators, television sets, 
radios, furniture, in some instances on 
automobiles, and even on heavy equip- 
ment. 


In consequence, wholesale and retail 
demand for bank credits to meet this 
situation continued up to the limit 
of the ability of most banks to make 
loans, and interest rates were firm. 
Commercial collections were met sat- 
isfactorily in the Federal District dur- 
ing the quarter, but payments from 
the interior still were slow. 

Inventories continued ample, and 
competition in all lines was keen. As 
a result of these factors, no major 
price rises were evident during the 
quarter and the general cost of living 
was virtually unchanged. 


Petroleum Output Satisfactory 


Crude-petroleum production, the 
largest source of Government income, 
was maintained at a highly satisfac- 
tory rate during the quarter. Produc- 
tion for the period January 1-June 
21 averaged 1,870,738 barrels per day, 
a record high for that period of the 
year. Despite this good showing, cur- 
rent production has been about 180,- 
000 barrels per day below the indus- 
try’s potential. This fact has been em- 
phasized by the Minister of Mines and 
Hydrocarbons as constituting a vol- 
untary cutback of local oil production, 
and as Venezuela’s contribution to the 
stabilizing of the world’s oil markets. 

Iron-ore production continued to 
expand. Although no figures are avail- 
able, output for the first half of 1954 
will be greatly in excess of the 1,103,- 
810 metric tons of ore mined in the 
corresponding period of the preced- 
ing year. Gold and diamond output 
was at the highest level in several 
years. 

Record production was attained for 
refined sugar, concentrated animal 
feeds, crackers and biscuits, chocolate, 
cigarettes, tires and tubes, and cement 
in the first quarter. Compared with 
the fourth quarter of 1953, higher 
production was recorded for rope, 
vegetable lard, canned fish, and soap; 


of wholesale and retail trade was 


and declines were shown for conserved 
milk, butter, beer, and carbonated 
beverages. Electrical energy output 
was off slightly from the record high. 
Textile production was mixed; in- 
creases were registered for cotton 
cloth, rayon cloth, and rayon stock- 
ings. Declines in other items reflected 
the oversupply in the local market. 


The value of private building per- 
mits issued in the Federal District 
declined. However, the existing back- 
log and new contruction and repairs 
occasioned by street widening in the 
older part of Caracas have helped to 
maintain construction at a high level. 


Steel Mill Planned 


Plans for construction of a steel 
mill are in the final stage, and studies 
indicate that the best site is Puerto 
Ordaz on the Orinoco River. The cost 
of the mill is estimated at 200 million 
bolivars, or $60 million. The Govern- 
ment has indicated that it will wel- 
come private investment in the enter- 
prise but will retain control. 


Ocean-cargo freight imported into 
Venezuela in the first quarter of 1954 
was valued at 584 million bolivars, or 
$175 million. While these shipments 
were 74 million bolivars less than in 
the final quarter of 1953, which con- 
stituted a record high for over 2 years, 
they were nevertheless only slightly 
below those of the first quarter of 
1953. 


Increasing German imports reflected 
greater competition to U. S. suppliers 
of reinforcing bars, aluminum sheets, 
fence posts, pipe, and barbed wire. 
German firms offered lower prices 
and better credit terms, particularly 
in copper products. 


Exports from Venezuela in the first 
quarter of 1954 totaled 1,416 million 
bolivars, or $424.8 million, a new high, 
which reflected the record level of 
petroleum production and subsequent 
peak crude oil and refined products 
exports.—Emb., Caracas. 








Spanish Discount Rate Cut 


The discount rate of the Bank of” 


Spain was lowered from 4 percent to 
3.75 percent on July 1. 

No official comments are available, 
but newspaper articles indicate that 
the action was taken because of con- 
cern over declining retail trade. 


\ 
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Liberia Grants Oil 


Palm Concession 


A specific concession for the de- 
velopment of Liberia’s oil palm re- 
sources has been granted by the 
Liberian Government to a West Ger- 
man organization, the Society for the 
Utilization of Vegetal Raw Materials. 


This concession supplements a gen- 
eral 80-year concession agreement 
granted the same company in Decem- 
ber 1953, under which it is authorized 
to engage in a variety of economic 
activities in Liberia (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 21, 1954, p. 7). 


The new palm-oil production con- 
cession gives the society the right to 
construct oil mills, exploit existing 
natural palmeries, develop oil palm 
plantations, and establish a commer- 
cial oil and kernel buying, grading, 
and marketing organization. 


Provided the agreement terms are 
fulfilled the concession is to be valid 
for 40 years with the right of renewal 
for an additional 40-year period. 


The society is given 18 months in 
which to begin effective operations 
exclusive of an initial 6-month period 
for necessary surveys. If after this 
period operations have not begun, 
rights granted under the agreement 
will lapse. 


The concession area for palm-oil 
development lies between the Loffa 
and St. John Rivers and is defined 
only in general terms. Under article 
6 of the agreement, however, the Gov- 
ernment undertakes “to grant to the 
society such of its lands as are neces- 
sary for the development of this 
project at rental rates to be fixed in 
the special contracts.” This implies 
that the Government can if necessary 
exercise discretion in the granting of 
area and individual contracts to the 
society for oil palm development pur- 
poses. 


Government Shares in Profits 


The Government will share in the 
profits of each separate undertaking 
at preagreed ratios, which, however, 
cannot exceed 50 percent. Such com- 
pensation will be in lieu of all income 
and excise taxes. 


The palm-oil industry appears to 
offer great possibilities in Liberia. 
There are an estimated 30-35 million 
wild oil palm trees in the country, only 
20 percent of which are now being 
tapped, according to agricultural 
technicians. Rapid development is 
hindered by lack of access roads and 
inefficient methods of oil extraction. 


Exports of palm kernels in 1953 
amounted to 15,530 long tons valued 
at $1,913,000, according to Liberian 
Statistics. Statistics on palm oil are 
not available—Emb., Monrovia. 
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Ex-Im Bank Finances Power Unit for Spain Chil 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has agreed to participate to 
the extent of $1,250,000 with Westing- 
house Electric International Co. in 
financing the sale of a 50,000-kilowatt 
thermal electric unit to Compania 
Electrica de Langreo of Spain, the 
bank has announced. 


The bank loan will assist suppliers 
of American equipment and services 
in making almost $5 million in foreign 
sales. The principal suppliers, West- 
inghouse Electric International Co. 
and the Babcock and Wilcox Co., will 
carry a substantial part of the credit 
on their own accounts. 


Advances made by the bank are to 
be repayable in 14 semiannual install- 
ments, the first of which will be due 
in approximately 2 years. The credit 
will bear interest at the rate of 5 
percent a year. 


Compania Electrica de Langreo is 
a private corporation established by 
a group of industrial plants in north- 
ern Spain to supply a large part of 
their electric power needs. The pro- 
posed 50,000-kilowatt addition will 


double the capacity of the com 
major plant near the city of Oviedo 

Westinghouse will provide the bagi 
engineering needs and services, plang 
and drawings, and has agreed to 
supervise installation of the 
ment. It is estimated that the plan 
will be completed within 30 monthg 

New Unit Will Aid Economy 

This new thermal electric unit is of 
particular importance to the Spanish 
power system because of its high de. 
pendence on hydroelectric power 
Power production has been particu. 
larly vulnerable to reduced rainfall, 
such as occurred last fall. 

The new power supply will directly 
facilitate output of coal, steel, cement, 
and other basic materials, and reduce 
the expenditure of Spain’s dolla 
reserves for import of such materials 
Thus it will strengthen the Spanish 
economy generally. 

Also, by making possible the sale of 
American equipment abroad, the new 
credit will contribute to the expansion 
of trade between Spain and the United 
States. 








U.K. Drops Control on 


Installment Buying 


The British Board of Trade has re- 
voked its statutory orders controlling 
installment buying in the United 
Kingdom. Revocation of these orders, 
however, does not affect the protection 
afforded hirers under the Hire Pur- 
chase Act, 1938. 


Under the now abandoned regula- 
tions, imposed in 1952 to discourage 
domestic sales of consumer goods at 
a time when scarce materials and 
manpower were needed for rearma- 
ment and for export, minimum down- 
payments for most consumer goods 
were set at 3314 percent with a maxi- 
mum repayment period of 18 months. 
The terms for bicycles, for example, 
were 25 percent and 12 months. 


Goods affected included new cars, 
commercial vehicles, radios, television 
sets, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, 
motorcycles, bicycles, and other con- 
sumer goods. Domestic furniture was 
not covered. 

As a result of the removal of these 
restrictions sales pressure on install- 
ment buying of goods which have been 
controlled is expected to increase 
greatly. Down payments will fall, 
while repayment periods will be ex- 
tended. Money will be relatively 
scarce, however, for financing install- 
ment buying which therefore will be 
expensive. 

The easing of credit terms is ex- 
pected to bolster radio and television 
set sales, which have lagged. 

Although the used-car market may 
be aided, no immediate impact is ex- 


pected on sales of new cars, currently 
limited by lack of lower priced models, 

Although the Board of Trade has 
removed its controls over installment 
buying, known as hire purchase in 
Britain, the British Treasury has no 
taken parallel action on regulations 


pertaining to financing of install- 
ment credit. 
In 1952 the Treasury requested 


banks to cut their loans to install- 
ment credit finance houses by 
percent. It also instructed the Capital 
Issues Committee, which controls new 
issues of capital, not to allow finance 
houses to raise new capital beyond 
the uncontrolled minimum of £50,000 
in any 1 year. These restrictions on 
bank finance and new capital remain 
in force. 





French Association Launches 
Electrical Construction Loan 


The Association of French Electrical 
Construction Industries, covering the 
electromechanical, electrical, and elet- 
tronic fields, launched an §8-billion- 
franc loan in July. 

The loan consists of 10,000-frant 
bonds redeemable in 20 years. The 
bonds will be tax-free, will bear a base 
interest of 8 percent, and will be at 
companied by an interest and redemp- 
tion bonus varying according to the 
increase in overall turnover of thesé 
industries. 





Algerian tobacco production rose it 
1953 to 56.7 million pounds, a 177 
percent increase over the 47 million 
pounds harvested in 1952, the U. &. 
Department of Agriculture reports. 
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Chile Authorizes New 
Rates for Electricity 


Chile has authorized a new schedule 
of increased rates for electric power 
gid by the Compania Chilena de Elec- 
tricidad Ltda., by decree No. 1972 of 
May 12, effective July 17. 


The new rates represent an average 
jncrease of 53.7 percent over former 
rates, and a temporary surcharge of 
i0 percent is authorized for a 20- 
month period to permit the company 
to recuperate loss of increased reve- 
nues between January 1 and July 17, 
1954. The application for revised rates, 
fled by the company with the Bureau 
of Electrical Services on November 30, 
1953, had contemplated that new 
rates would be effective on January 
1, 1954. 


The officers of the electric company 
state that the rate schedule is insuffi- 
cient to finance completely the com- 
pany’s current operations. In order to 
provide for full payment of preferred 
stock dividends and a 10-percent re- 
turn on common stock, according to 
the same officials, additional income 
of 70 million pesos would be required. 
The newly authorized rates and the 
temporary surchage, it is estimated, 
will make available only 39 percent of 
preferred dividend requirements and 
will not allow for any common stock 
dividend.—_Emb., Santiago. 


Loan To Aid African 
Copper Development 


A loan of up to\500 million francs 
(equivalent to US$1,428,000) to the 
French Government as an aid to the 
development of a copper deposit in 
French West Africa has been an- 
nounced by the Foreign Operations 
Administration. 

The loan will help finance a public 
works program connected with the 
Mining operation, providing princi- 
pally for installation of harbor facil- 
ities on the Mauritania coast, water 
exploration for the mining operation, 
and improvement of desert roads to 
the coast, required to haul the copper 
from the mine to the port. 

The copper deposit, at Akjoujt in 
Mauritania, has been under develop- 
Ment since 1950. Last year a company 
jointly owned by the French Govern- 
ment and French private interests 
and known as “Micuma” (Societe des 
Mines de Cuivre de Mauritanie) took 
Over prospecting and _ exploration 
work. The company is about to put a 
_ concentrating plant into opera- 
on. 

Although all indications suggest 
that the Akjoujt deposit can be made 
to produce commercially, the opera- 
tion still is regarded as a risk ven- 
ture. The United States, sharing the 
risk, has agreed that the loan must be 
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Honduran Commerce, Transport — 
Set Back by Widespread Strikes © 


The general strike in northern Honduras, following the mass strike 
walkout on May 3 of the workers of the Tela Railroad Co., a United Fruit 
Co. subsidiary, quickly spread throughout the rest of that company’s 


Honduran operations. 


The strike, by the middle of May, had extended to the Standard 


Fruit and Steamship Co. and its sub- 
sidiaries on the northern coast, to the 
El Mochito Mine of the New York and 
Honduran Rosario Mining Co., to sev- 
eral breweries and bottling plants, and 
to miscellaneous agricultural, indus- 
trial, and commercial establishments. 


Through the efforts of the Govern- 
ment Mediation Commission, the 
strike at the Standard Fruit operation, 
as well as at its peripheral enterprises 
in La Ceiba, were settled successfully 
after 2 weeks, May 7-20, with the 
granting of 5- and 10-percent wage 
increases and aditional fringe bene- 
fits. The flood of small strikes in the 
larger cities on the northern coast 
precipitated modest increases in wages 
at several establishments in an evi- 
dent effort to avoid strikes. Some 
minor strikes in San Pedro Sula were 
settled within a few days after their 
inception. 


At the end of May the Government 
Mediation Commission was at San 
Pedro Sula attempting to facilitate 
settlement of the Tela Railroad strike. 
Work stoppage also continued into 
June at the El Mochito Mine, at the 
brewery, Cerveceria Hondurena, and 
at several of the clothing factories in 
San Pedro Sula, the effects of which 
were felt even in Tegucigalpa, where 
employees of several tailor shops 
staged strikes. 


Three Ports Paralyzed 


In mid-May, at the height of the 
strike, an estimated 38,000 workers 
were involved in the general work 
stoppage, approximately 35,000 of 
whom were from the two banana com- 
panies. Also, the three most import- 





repaid only if exploitation on a com- 
mercial scale proves feasible. In that 
case the loan, bearing interest of 5 
percent, will be repayable in 10 equal 
annual installments, starting 2 years 
after commercial operations have be- 
gun. 

In addition to benefiting the mining 
operation, the public works program 
will be of importance to the general 
economic development of the terri- 
tory. 

France’s annual requirements for 
new copper run to about 120,000 met- 
ric tons, of which only about 2,000 
tons are produced in the French Un- 
ion. Production from the Akjoujt de- 
posit, expected to reach 20,000 metric 
tons annually, will substantially re- 
duce French dependence on foreign 
sources, FOA said. 





ant seaports, La Ceiba, Tela, and 
Puerto Cortez—normaily handling 
over 90 percent of the traffic—were 
paralyzed, while the railroads of the 
banana companies, which normally 
handle 90 percent of the cargo and 86 
percent of the rail passenger business, 
stopped operations. 

With shortages developing in both 
imported goods and in the local food 
supply, resulting in a considerable in- 
flation of food prices, it was estimated 
that the strike was costing the Hon- 
duran Government an average of 
$200,000 a week in loss of revenue, or 
about one-third of its average weekly 
receipts, as well as considerable loss 
of foreign exchange. At the same 
time the strikers were losing approxi- 
mately $400,000 per week in wages and 
salaries, while the struck enterprises 
likewise were losing large net profits, 


as well as suffering inestimable de- - 


terioration of physical assets. 

A fisheries expert from the Food 
and Agricultural Organization of the 
United Nations arrived during the 
month for the purpose of developing 
a fisheries program in order to in- 
crease essential food supplies. This 
expert will organize a Fisheries Sec- 
tion in the Ministry of Agriculture, 
which will stock Honduran rivers and 
streams. 

A survey of Amapala on the Gulf 
of Fonseca, the only Pacific port of 
Honduras, was undertaken during the 
month. The Foreign Operations Ad- 
ministration, at the request of the 
Honduran Government, has contract- 
ed the services of a retired U. S. Army 
Engineer to make a 3- or 4-month 
study of the engineering and economic 
aspects of the development of this 
port, where all cargo now must be 
transshipped via small lighters. 

With the May inauguration of the 
new radio station, Union Radio Hon- 
durena, 7 radio broadcasting stations 
are operating in Tegucigalpa and 14 
in the entire country. The prediction 
was made at the opening ceremonies 
that there would be television broad- 


casting in Honduras within 3 years.— 


Emb., Tegucigalpa. 





A commercial walnut crop of ap- 
proximately 15,000 short tons in 1954 
is indicated by a preliminary forecast 
from Italy, according to the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

This quantity would be double the 
exceptionally small 1953 crop of 17,700 
tons. 
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Indian Market Development Seen 
As Remedy for Small Industries 


India is one of the largest potential domestic markets in the world, 
according to a Ford Foundation report published by the Indian Ministry 


of Commerce and Industry. 


If fully developed in both cities and villages, the Indian market, the 
report states, could stimulate perhaps the greatest industrial revolution 


ever seen and make India one of the 
foremost producing and consuming 
areas in the world. 

The report followed a 3-month tour 
by a special Ford Foundation team to 
study opportunities for increasing in- 
dustrial production and employment 
in India. The team was composed of 
the chairman and one member from 
Sweden and three members from the 
United States. 

While noting the excellent advances 
made in the field of agricultural pro- 
duction under India’s economic de- 
velopment plans, the report finds 
progress unduly slow in the small 
industries sector. Many small indus- 
tries, it states, are facing a crisis in 
terms of output and employment and 
are becoming increasingly unable, 
because of declining demand and 
production, to pay better wages or 
otherwise lift the employees’ living 
standard. 

Too little initiative on the part of 


' private enterprise, undue reliance on 


Government purchasing orders, out- 
dated production and marketing 
methods, and the absence of adequate 
credit facilities are some of the fac- 
tors contributing to the lack of prog- 
ress, the report indicates. 


Modern Methods Lacking 


It is mainly, however, the reluctance 
or failure to adopt modern means of 
production, inspired largely by a 
widespread fear of technological un- 
employment, which is forcing stagna- 
tion and retrogression in India’s small 
industries. The team believes that un- 
til the natural talents of Indian 
workers and craftsmen are utilized to 
the full to produce more goods and 
more wealth, neither wages nor liv- 
ing standards can be raised. 

It points to an inspiring example 
of a spinning mill owned by a hand- 
loom weavers’ cooperative in South 
India, where the use of better equip- 
ment and the building of a modern 
air-conditioned factory have per- 
mitted a higher return to the owner- 
members. Such a plant, it is em- 
phasized, can become a “shrine” in 
world textile progress, showing how 
modern concepts of industrialization 
can bring higher wages and employ- 
ment. 

Addressing itself to the widely held 
belief that modern machinery would 
put masses of workers out of jobs 
almost overnight, the report says 
that modernization is an evolutionary 
operation which takes years and that, 





in any event, a large part of the work- 
ers displaced by improved methods 
would be shifted to new jobs created 
by the modernization process. Because 
of a plentiful labor supply, India— 
and Asia in general—seek machinery 
which will increase productivity with- 
out displacing labor, and undertakings 
that offer the widest employment op- 
portunities. 

The report suggests that any tem- 
porary unemployment that might re- 
sult from modernization should be 
absorbed by a public works program, 
which it describes as a capital invest- 
ment in human welfare that nations 
such as India should make. 

Handwork and manual skill can 
and should have an important place 
in India’s economy, the report states. 
However, hand power should not be 
used solely for its own sake or where 
machinery would enable industry and 
Indian workers to produce better and 
more products at lower costs and ac- 
cording to their skills and capacities. 

The Ford team also expressed the 
opinion that, for lasting industrial 
growth, private initiative should be en- 
couraged to the fullest extent. While 
Government initiative, control, and 
guidance may be needed at the be- 
ginning of an industrial development 
program, the ultimate responsibility 
rests with private enterprise; Govern- 
ment, when it has found it necessary 
to participate in new undertakings, 
will withdraw at the earliest possible 
date. 

The growth of active and responsi- 
ble independent small industries and 
the rise of gifted artisans to the status 
of self-reliant small industrialists will 
be an important contribution to the 
social and economic structure of In- 
dia, the report states. 


Recommendations Set Forth 


Recognizing that commendable but 
largely sporadic efforts already have 
been made by the Government of 
India in assisting small industries, the 
report presents proposals and recom- 
mendations for coordinating, systema- 
tizing, and broadening the steps al- 
ready taken. The Ford team’s recom- 
mendations are as follows: 

@ The establishment of four multi- 
purpose institutes of technology for 
small industry to provide small in- 
dustrialists with research data on 
modern science and technology, busi- 
ness management, finance, and mar- 
keting. The institutes would conduct 


a 


experimental and applied research on | 


the use of improved tools, modernized | 


machinery, and utilization of raw ma- 


terials for the purpose of improving | 
Dis- 


existing methods of production. 
semination of such information would 


be through special study courses for } 


workers, consultation services, mobil 
demonstration units, and tray 
advisors. The institutes also 
assist in improving the facilities a 
the several vocational schools operat. 
ing in India. 


@ A national school of design tg 
serve as a center for creative studies 
in designs and fashions for enhan 
the position of Indian handicrafts fy 
both home and foreign markets. This 
school should be headed by a recog. 
nized international authority on de 
sign assisted by carefully selected and 
qualified advisors. The school should 
be self-supporting with provisions for 
expanding its work by the “plowing 
back” of fees charged. 

@ A customers service corporation 
to act on behalf of Indian and foreign 
buyers in ascertaining availabilities 
providing samples and procurement 
services, and arranging for credit and 
working capital for producers. The 
corporation should have offices and 
branches at an Indian port and main- 
tain branches in handicraft and small 
industry centers. Commission fees 
should be charged with a view toward 
making the corporation self-sustain- 
ing as soon as possible, preferably 
within 3 or 4 years. 

@ Export development offices locat- 
ed abroad to promote and stimulate 
the foreign market for Indian handi- 
crafts and artcrafts and to provide 
liaison between foreign buyers and 
India. 


@ Organization of large-scale and 
well-publicized handicraft exhibitions 
in India for the convenience of do- 
mestic and foreign buyers. 

To overcome a severe lack of work- 
ing capital, which often prevents small 
industries from purchasing raw ma- 
terials and improved equipment, the 
team recommends that: 


@ Commercial banks decentraliz 
their loan activities as much as possi 
ble by creating local boards of direc- 
tors or advisory boards to pass of 
loans. 


@ Cooperative banks expand into 
the industrial field. 

@ The Government encourage ven- 
ture capital by creating a favorable 
business atmosphere with chances of 
reasonable profit; by allocating Gov- 
ernment funds to provide loans; by 
establishing state finance corpora- 
tions in all states with certain funds 
exclusively for loans to small indus- 
try; by setting up a fleld organization 
to process loan applications; and by 
considering the establishment of & 
sound system of installment credit. 

Recognizing that trade associations 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


; 








alize 
ossi- 
irec- 
; on 


into 


ven- 
‘able 
s of 
FOV- 


ora- 
unds 
dus- 
ition 
1 by 
f a 


‘ions 


»ekly 








—— 


can play an important role in eco- 
pomic life and industrial growth, the 
report also recommends the strength- 
ming and development of local, 
state, and national trade associations; 
the formation of new ones; the or- 

ation by Government of meet- 
ings to discuss such problems; and the 
gonduct of a survey of present asso- 
dations. 


The team advises the Government 
fo withdraw gradually from direct 
participation in cooperatives and to 
shift its efforts toward encouraging 
their formation by private parties. It 
urges a public relations program which 
gould include seminars and short- 
term schools for cooperators, estab- 
lishment of a research and service de- 

ment on cooperatives, and encour- 
agement to the expansion of present 
training programs for cooperators. 


After stating that “you cannot 
divide what you do not first produce,” 
the following suggestions are set forth 
by the team as examples of projects 
that could be undertaken to acceler- 
ate India’s evolutionary growth and 
advance its social and economic 
standards: 


@ A small-industries corporation to 
service small industry in Government 
procurement, to use Government 
orders wherever economical, as in- 
centives for improving techniques of 
production and management, etc. 
Contracts and orders would be award- 
ed only to those firms showing man- 
agerial ability to operate under im- 
proved concepts and an eagerness to 
pay higher wages consistent with 
higher production. 


e@ A special production plant for 
training workers in mass production 
and providing badly needed goods. 
Such a plant might take the form of 
an operation to manufacture diesel 
electric generators. The plant should 
employ 1,000 to 2,000 workers per shift, 
one-third trainees and two-thirds per- 
manent workers, directed by men 
trained in mass production with mod- 
ern machinery. Initially, the plant 
would be Government-owned but it 
should be transferred to private own- 
ership as soon as possible. 


@ Small decentralized demonstra- 
tion plants to produce goods demand- 
ing village craftsmen’s skills in order 
to stimulate progress in village areas. 


Quality Standards Required 


Finally, returning to its original 
estimate of the staggering possibilities 
of the Indian market, properly de- 
veloped, the team says that the mar- 
ket’s basic development requires first 
the establishment of uniform quality 
standards enforced by industry itself. 
The products must then be geared to 
consumers’ needs, and really aggres- 
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sive efforts must be made to reach 
the huge potential village market. 


To achieve these ends the Govern- 
ment should: 


e@ Establish an autonomous market- 
ing service corporation operating as a 
profit business to conduct surveys on 
consumer preferences and, by secur- 
ing orders, to encourage producers to 
meet new consumer demands. 


@ Set up a marketing news service 
with contacts in all principal foreign 
and domestic markets. 


@ Call industry-wide conferences in 
each major export commodity to ap- 
praise available research on new uses 
and finance further work and develop- 
ments in market demands with pur- 
chasers and laboratories abroad. 


The Government has announced 
that it intends to proceed with the 
implementation of all or most of the 
recommendations as soon as possible. 
These include the establishment of 
four regional institutes of technology 
for small industries, a marketing serv- 
ice corporation, and a small-industries 
corporation. 


The Government also will appoint a 
director of small-scale industries and 
constitute a small-scale industries 
board with the director serving as ex- 
officio chairman. The Board would 
consist of representatives from the 
Central and State Ministries. 


The functions of the director and 
board would be to direct and co- 
ordinate activities and to frame and 
implement programs for the develop- 
ment of small-scale industries in In- 
dia. The board is to be expanded later 
to include representatives of both 
large-scale and small-scale industry 
and other interests concerned. 


A copy of the Ford Foundation’s re- 
port is available on loan from the Far 
Eastern Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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IBRD To Help Finance 


Austrian Power Plan 


The International’'Bank for Recon- — 
struction and Development has an- 
nounced its first loan in Austria, to 
help finance the Reisseck-Kreuzeck 
hydroelectric power project being con- 
structed in southern Austria. 


The project will make more power 
available to industries and will enable 
Austria, to increase power exports to 
Italy. It represents an important step 
in the realization of Austria’s large 
hydroelectric potential, which is one 
of the chief natural resources remain- 
ing to be fully developed in Europe, 
the bank said. 


The bank expects that about half 
of the loan will be disbursed in Italian 
lire and about half in Swiss francs. 
Italian lire in the amount of approxi- 
mately 3,750 million will be provided 
out of Italy’s subscription to the capi- 
tal of the bank. Some 26 million Swiss 
francs required to cover the balance 
of the loan will be drawn from the 
proceeds of the bank’s sales of its 
bonds in Switzerland. 


The coborrowers are the Drau River 
Power Co. and the Austrian Electric 
Power Corp., the Government-owned 
company which as part of its national 
power network controls the operations 
of the power company. 


The project will harness the poten- 
tial power in a number of lakes and 
small streams in the Reisseck and 
Kreuzeck Mountains, a. part of the 
Austrian Alps, which flank the valley 
of the Moell River. At completion, 
which is expected at the end of 1958, 
it will add 112,000 kilowatts to gen- 
erating capacity in Austria. 


An important feature of the Reis- 
seck-Kreuzeck development is that it 
provides for water storage and the 
generation of hydroelectric power in 
winter as well as summer. 


Lakes To Serve as Reservoirs 


As part of the project, four natural 
lakes high in the Reisseck Mountains 
will be made to serve as reservoirs, 
and another artificial reservoir is be- 
ing constructed. Together, they will 
have a capacity of 18 million cubic 
meters. The fall in elevation of some 
5,800 feet to the main power station 
will be the longest in the world and 
will generate an extraordinarily high 
output of power per cubic meter of 
water. 


In the summer, when there is a 
surplus of water and power, a pump- 
ing station will return water up to 
these reservoirs for storage and power 
generation in the winter months. This 
will make possible increased supplies 
of power for Austrian industries and 
for industries in northern Italy which 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Germany Considers Tariff Cuts 


More than 700 positions of the West 
German tariff schedule are earmarked 
for duty reductions, according to the 
German press. 


Over the past several months a spe- 
cial committee, composed of members 
of the Federal Ministry of Economics 
and representatives of German indus- 
try, have carried on an investigation 
aimed at determining possibilities for 
large-scale reductions of rates in the 
industrial section of the Federal Ger- 
man tariff schedule. This commit- 
tee’s suggestions reportedly will be 
submitted to the Federal Cabinet be- 
fore the coming Parliamentary recess. 


The industrial sector of the German 
tariff schedule includes 3,663 tariff 
positions. Of these, 599 are duty free, 
and on another 718 conventional rates 
are applied. Of the remaining 2,356 
positions, 711 are recommended for 
reductions ranging generally from 10 
to 3314 percent. For a few items re- 
ductions of up to 50 percent or com- 
plete duty exemption are recommend- 
ed. The higher rates in the schedule 
were given particular attention to 





France and Sweden Conclude 
Conditional MFN Convention 


Application of most-favored-nation 
treatment for the rights of physical 
and judicial persons of one country to 
engage in business in the other coun- 
try is circumscribed with a reserva- 
tion requiring full reciprocity in a new 
Swedish-French Convention of Domi- 
cile and Navigation concluded on Feb- 
ruary 16. 


This conditional most-favored-na- 
tion provision of the new treaty is of 
significance to American business in- 
terests because mutual benefits ac- 
corded French and Swedish nationals 
under the provision are not automa- 
tically applicable vis-a-vis nationals 
of other countries to which France or 
Sweden may grant most-favored-na- 
tion treatment. 


This convention was negotiated at 
the initiative of the Swedish Govern- 
ment, which desired to have the 1881 
Treaties of Commerce and Navigation 
between France and the then United 
Kingdoms of Sweden and Norway 
modernized and revised. Ratified by 
the Swedish Riksdag on April 28, it 
will enter into effect upon exchange 
of instruments of ratification. 


The treaties of 1881 were denounced 
by France in 1918 but have been con- 
tinued by automatic trimonthly ex- 
tensions. These treaties have had 
little force because many of their pro- 
visions have been superseded by more 
recent treaties and international con- 
ventions.—Emb., Stockholm. 


determine whether they still are justi- 
fied. 


If these reduction recommendations 
are accepted by the appropriate Legis- 
latures, it is expected that the Gov- 
ernment will be afforded the discre- 
tion to reapply the older, higher rates 
if considerations of commercial policy 
or heavy competition from foreign 
industries so require-—HICOG, Bonn. 





Colombia To Import 
Magazine Paper Free 


Colombia now provides free entry 
for paper to be used for printing 
magazines, by decree-law No. 1975 of 
June 30. 


Tariff items allowed duty-free entry 
are as follows: 

419-f-2, Paper for printing magazines, not 
surface processed, with watermarks or filigree 
consisting of lines or continuous parallel 


lines 4 centimeters apart with one-half cen- 
timeter of tolerance. 


421-2-1, Paper for printing magazines, shiny 
or satined, “couche,” enameled, colored, 
painted, etc., with watermarks or filigree con- 
sisting of continuous parallel lines 4 centi- 
meters apart with one-half centimeter of 
tolerance. 

Papers having such watermarks 
may not be imported for any other 
purposes regardless of whether they 
are classifiable under other positions 


or subpositions of the tariff. 


Papers imported for printing books 
and pamphlets will be classified and 
dutiable according to the nature of 
the individual shipment. 


Through past failure to arrange for 
duty-free imports of magazine paper, 
according to an official of the General 
Customs Office in Bogota, Colombia 
has lost the opportunity of printing 
Spanish-language magazines having 
international circulation, and it par- 
ticularly desires to avoid a recurrence 
of this unnecessary loss of business.— 
Emb., Bogota. 





Colombia Specifies Marking 
For Imported Cigarettes 


Cigarettes imported into Colombia 
must be individually marked “Co- 
lombia,” but need not show the name 
and address of the importer, as re- 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 24, 1954, page 9. 

However, each package or container 
of imported cigars, cigarettes, or pre- 
pared tobacco must bear the name 
and address of the importer as well 
as the word “Colombia,” as required 
by decree No. 1099 of April 1, 1954, 
and also reported in the cited issue 
of Foreign Commerce Weekly. 





—— 


S. African Consumer 
Goods Quota Raised 


Exchange allocations for cons 
goods currently held by South African 





importers are to be increased by § | 


percent, the Minister of Economig 
Affairs announced on July 5. 


Further relief to the motor trad 
is to be granted by issuance of addi. 
tional quotas for import of s 
parts. 


Additional quotas will be granted at 
an early date, to the motor-assem 
industry for import of motortrucks 
and commercial vehicles. 


Allocations for import of farm trac. 
tors and other farm machinery algo 
are to be liberalized. 


The new 5-percent increase for con. 
sumer goods imports over current 
allocations brings the total alloca. 
tion granted importers to 45 percent 
of their respective 1948 imports of 
consumer goods, which corresponds 
with the quota level authorized in 
1953. 


Originally exchange quotas for con- 
sumer goods imports in 1954 were 
fixed at 25 percent of 1948 imports, 
and in March, the quota was increased 
to a total of 40 percent (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Apr. 19, 1954. p. 21). 

These import-control liberalizations, 
the Minister said, were made possible 
by the continued improvement in the 
Union’s foreign exchange position 
and are in line with the policy of 
selective relaxation of import con- 
trols. 


Recent economic trends in South 
Africa, are discussed in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 19, 1954, page 3. 
—Emb., Pretoria. 





Peru Reestablishes Tie-In 
Provision for Flour Import 


Imports of flour into western Pert. 
vian ports must be accompanied by an 
importation of bran equal to 25 per- 
cent of the quantity of flour imported. 

This action, effected by a Supremeé 
resolution dated June 16 and pub 
lished on June 25, restores the flouf 
import tie-in provision temporarily 
suspended on May 7 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 21, 1954, p. 15). 


This requirement does not apply te 
flour imported into Iquitos, Perw’s 
most significant import flour market. 


The tie-in arrangement is intended 
to provide for livestock feed the ap- 
proximate amount of bran as would 
be made available by the importation 
and local milling of wholegrain wheat. 
Dairymen and poultry raisers are 
chronically short of this feed ingre- 
dient.—Emb., Lima. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE _ 


Coffee Export Charge |ndian Tariff Concessions Under 
GATT Renegotiated at Geneva 


Representatives of the Indian Government and of interested con- 
tracting parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade met in 
Geneva in April-June to renegotiate a limited number of the Indian tariff 


= . 
Boosted in Colombia 

In another action designed to re- 
strain internal inflationary pressures 
created by high coffee prices, the Co- 
lombian Government on July 3, in- 
creased by $3 a bag the rate at which 
exporters are required to reimburse 
the Office of Exchange Registry for 
each 70-kilogram bag of coffee ex- 
ported. 

This rise in the reimbursement rate 
from $125 to $128 a bag automatically 
carries with it an increase from $5 
to $6.50 a bag in the export charge 
for coffee. 

This action was taken under the 
provisions of decree No. 1448 of March 
§ (Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 
28, 1954, p. 13). The raise, although 
the fourth authorized in the calendar 
year, is the first adjustment to have 
been made under the provisions of 
this decree. 

The Coffee Exporters Association 
has announced that exporters are 
now receiving between $126 and $127 
a bag and must therefore at the pres- 
ent time obtain additional dollars 
elsewhere to cover the difference be- 
tween the foreign market price and 
the reimbursement rate—Emb., Bo- 
gota. 





France Again Drops Import 
Duties on Specified Dyes 


French import duties are suspended 
for the period July 1 to December 31 
for dyes listed under French tariff 
items Nos. ex 591 and ex 592. 

The suspension put into effect by a 
decree of July 1 published in the 
Journal Officiel of July 2, applies also 
to dyes otherwise designated but 
ally identical with those speci- 

ed. 

Importers desiring to benefit by the 
duty suspension must deposit samples 
of the dyes with the Office of Chemical 
Industries, French Ministry of Indus- 
try and Commerce, at least 15 days 
before importation. 

Import license applications must 
contain the precise nomenclature of 
the coloring material to be imported, 
and if the materials are designated by 
Names other than those listed in the 
decree, mention must be made of the 
listed item with which the material 
is chemically identified. 

Other special formalities are re- 
quired for imports effected under 
EFAC accounts (Accessory Charges- 
Export Accounts) and “10-percent 
equipment” provisions. 

A former suspension of duties on 
dyes was anncunced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, April 6, 1953, page 18. 





Philippine copra exports in June 
totaled 67,953 long tons, more than in 
any other month of 1954, according to 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
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concessions in GATT. 


The Government of India in 1953 had requested renegotiation of a 


limited number of its tariff conces- 
sions made in 1947 at Geneva and in 
1951 at Torquay (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 15, 1954, p. 15). The 
GATT Intersessional Committee had 
agreed to this renegotiation, in ac- 
cordance with the understanding 
reached by the contracting parties at 
their eighth session in October 1953 
that they would give sympathetic con- 
sideration to such requests. 


The changes that may now be 
brought into force by the Indian Gov- 
ernment as a result of these renego- 
tiations are as follows: 


@ The following item is withdrawn 
from the Indian GATT schedule, that 
is, the Government of India is free to 
modify the rate of duty: 


No. 22(3), Wines, not containing more than 
42 percent of proof spirit: 

(a) Champagne and other sparkling wines: 
Current rate of duty, 16 rupees, 8 annas per 
imperial gallon. 

(b) Other sorts: Current rate, 9 rupees, 8 
annas per imperial gallon, 


This Tariff item was renegotiated 
with France. 


@ Concessions on which bound rates 
of duty are increased, that is, items 
which remain bound in India’s sched- 
ule, but at higher rates of duty are 
the following: 

No. 30(13), Dyes derived from coal tar, the 
following, namely: Alizarin moist exceeding 20 
percent: Alizarin red, azo dyes; sulfur black; 
sulfur dyes of other colors; ultrazols and vats, 


powder: New rate, 20 percent ad valorem; 
old rate, 12 percent ad valorem. 


This item was renegotiated with 
Czechoslovakia and the Federal Re- 
public of Germany. 


No. 60(4), Glass beads and false pearls: New 
rate 100 percent ad valorem; old rate 50 per- 
cent ad valorem. 

This item was renegotiated with 
Czechoslovakia. 

No. 71(10), Safety razor blades: New rate, 
40 percent ad valorem or 3 annas a dozen, 


whichever is higher; old rate, 30 percent ad 
valorem. 


This item was renegotiated with the 
United States. 


@ New concessions granted as com- 
pensation, or items added to the In- 
dian schedule: 

No. 19(1), Milk foods for infants 
valids: 1744 percent ad valorem. 

No. 28(27), Antibiotics: 20 percent ad val- 
orem. 


and in- 


No. Ex 39(1), Tires with metallic framework: 
3114 percent ad valorem. 


No. Ex 63(30), High-speed alloy or special 
steel used in the manufacture of small tools, 
= percent ad valorem on the following sub- 
tems: 

(a) High-speed steel containing more than 
13 percent tungsten. 

(b) Special alloy steel containing any of 
the following: (i) 0.40 percent or more of 
chromium or nickel; (ii) 0.10 percent or more 
of molybdenum, tungsten, or vanadium. 





No. Ex 73, Electric hearing alds: 30 percent 
ad valorem. 

No. Ex 87, Raw materials for the plastic in- 
dustry, 25 percent ad valorem on the follow- 
ing subitems: 

a) Styrene. 
e} Odliulose plastic, except cellulose ace- 


tate. 

(c) Vinvl resins. 

Of the foregoing items granted as new 
concessions, tariff Nos. 19(1), 28(27), and ex 
39(1) are bound at their existing rates 
increase of duties; Nos. ex 63(30), ex 73, and 
ex 87 are reduced from their current duty 
rates and are bound against increases. 





Turk-Yugoslav Trade 
Set at $80 Million 


An exchange of merchandise be- 
tween Turkey and Yugoslavia in the 
amount of $40 million in each direc- 
tion is scheduled in a trade protocol 
to govern trade between the two coun- 
tries in the year April 1, 1954-March 
31, 1955. 


Chief Yugoslav exports to Turkey 
are to be paper and paper products, 
cotton textiles, cement, and various 
types of machines. In addition, wood 
and wood products to a value of $7 
million are scheduled for shipment. 


The Turkish quota lists contain a 
variety of agricultural products and 
some minerals. Chief among sched- 
uled Turkish shipments are cereals— 
wheat, barley, rye, and oats—to a 
volume of 250,000 tons; 12,000 tons of 
cotton; dried fruits; oilseeds; phar- 
maceuticals; and chrome and man- 
ganese ore. \ 


If scheduled shipments of Turk- 
ish and Yugoslav goods as they appear 
on lists attached to the protocol are 
carried out during the year, Turkish- 
Yugoslav trade will show a consider- 
able increase as compared with the 
preceding year. 


Turkish exports to Yugoslavia in the 
year April 1, 1953-March 31, 1954, ac- 
cording to official Turkish statistics, 
were valued at 84.9 million Turkish 
lira (US$30.3 million). ‘Thus, if the 
Turkish-Yugoslav trade reaches $80 
million as provided in the protocol 
it will have increased by 50 percent 
and Yugoslavia would be among 
Turkey’s first five leading customers 
and suppliers. 

The protocol, signed between repre- 
sentatives of Turkey and Yugoslavia 
on April 10, is considered a part of the 
trade agreement of February 1953 
between the two countries——Emb., 
Ankara. 
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Public hearings to investigate the 
tariff position of ethylene glycol anti- 
freeze are scheduled by the Canadian 
Tariff Board for October 5 at 10 a.m. 
Hearings on the position of polyeth- 
ylene resins are to be held on October 
19 at the same hour. 


Repersentations by interested 
parties for ethylene glycol antifreeze, 
including U. S. manufacturers and ex- 
porters, should be filed with the Sec- 
retary, Tariff Board, Ottawa, Ontario, 
not later than August 31. Representa- 
tions for polyethylene resins should be 
filed not later than September 14. Not 
fewer than 50 copies of each brief, etc., 
should be furnished to permit the 
widest possible exchange of represen- 
tations. 


The hearing on ethylene glycol anti- 
freeze was scheduled at the request 
of Canada’s Minister of Finance, who 
has instructed the Tariff Board to in- 
vestigate not only tariff item No. 208h, 
which provides for free entry of eth- 
ylene glycol antifreeze solutions which 
are “pure,” that is, 97 percent eth- 
ylene glycol, but also items Nos. 711 
and 220a(i). 


Several Tariff Items Involved 


The latter two items provide for a 
duty of 15 percent on ethylene glycol 
less than 97 percent pure imported 
from British Empire countries and a 
duty of 20 percent on such glycol im- 
ported from the United States and 
other most-favored-nations (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 1, 1954, p. 8). 


The hearing on polyethylene resins, 
also scheduled under instructions from 
the Minister of Finance, is to be held 
at the request of Canadian Industries, 
Ltd., for establishment of a tariff on 
such products to protect production 





Franco-Austrian Trade Pact 
Plans $57-Million Trade 


Trade amounting to 10 billion francs 
(about US$28.50) in each direction is 
provided for in a new trade agreement 
signed between France and Austria 
on June 30 for the year ending June 
30, 1955. 


Principal French products listed for 
export are wines; agricultural prod- 
ucts, including seed; steel alloys; ma- 
chine tools; electrical materials; 
chemical and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts; special lube oils, and 20,000 tons 
of phosphates. 


French imports from Austria will 
consist chiefly of agricultural prod- 
ucts, nitrate fertilizers, special steels, 
tungsten and molybdenum products, 
mechanical electrical and pneumatic 
equipment, motorcycles and parts, and 
diesel tractors and parts. 


12 


Canadian Tariff Hearings on Antifreeze, 
Plastic Resins Scheduled for October 


begun in January at its new $14-mil- 
lion resin plant in Edmonton. 

Polyethylene resins are now ad- 
mitted duty free from the British Em- 
pire, the United States, and other 
most-favored-nation countries under 
tariff item No. 901(a)8; and tariff item 
902(0), which covers “other types” of 
synthetic resins, or those compounded 
with other materials, etc. 

The Tariff Board also may find it 
necessary to give consideration to 
tariff items Nos. 905(c)1, 905(c)2, and 
906(e), which cover polyethylene film, 
sheets, tubing, etc. Duties under these 
items are 10, 15, and 15 percent, re- 
spectively, for British Empire and 
most-favored-nation countries. 


India Asks Further 
GATT Renegotiations 


The Government of India, in the 
light of exceptional circumstances, 
has requested renegotiation of a tariff 
concession made in 1949 on ball and 
adapter bearings in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

The contracting parties to that 
agreement, including the United 
States, have agreed to this renogotia- 
tion, in accordance with the under- 
standing reached by the contracting 
parties at their eighth session that 
they would give sympathetic consider- 
ation to such requests. 

India’s purpose in requesting the 
renegotiation is to secure a modifica- 
tion of the concession granted in rate 
of duty on the following item: 

Indian customs tariff No. Ex. 72(3), ball and 
roller bearings for use with shafting of more 
than 2-inch diameter and adapter bearings 
specially designed for use exclusively with 
power-driven machinery. 

The agreement rate of duty on this 
item is 10 percent ad valorem. In the 
course of the renegotiation the United 
States and other countries may request 
compensation, in the form of other 
concessions by India, in return for 
their agreement to a modification of 
any of the listed Indian concessions. 
Possible compensatory concessions 
may include new concessions on prod- 
ucts not now in the schedule of Indian 
concessions or additional concessions 
on products already in the schedule. 

Should modifications in the sched- 
ule of Indian tariff concessions be 
agreed upon during the renegotiations 
they would have to receive final ap- 
proval of all the contracting parties 
to the General Agreement. 

Interested persons may submit their 
views on this item to the Committee 
for Reciprocity Information, which is 
the U. S. interdepartmental committee 
established to receive views on trade- 
agreement matters. In addition, views 
also are invited regarding any Indian 











ECSC Opens Market 


For Steels 


The common market for spe- 
cial steels will be opened in 
member countries of the Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Community 
on August 1, by a decision of 
the Council of Ministers, pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette of 
the Community on June 29. This 
decision means that special 
steels imported from one mem- 
ber country of the Community 
into another are to be exempt 
from import duties and taxes. 

An exception is made for Italy, 
which will be allowed to main- 
tain import duties on special 
steels until May 1, 1955. The 
exact rates which Italy may 
apply to imports of special steel 
from Community member coun- 
tries have not yet been definite- 
ly decided upon. 











Costa Rica Lifts Control 
On Export of Beef Cattle 


Export of fattened beef cattle from 
Costa Rica, hitherto restricted, now is 
permitted under the provisions of 
decree-law No. 1754 of June 14, effec- 
tive June 25. 


The cattle will be exported through 
the National Production Council un- 
der export quotas to be established by 
it, such quotas to consist of surpluses 
over domestic needs. 


The Council will be advised and 
guided in its activities by representa- 
tives of the National Chamber of 
Cattlemen and the Chamber of Cat- 
tlemen of Guanacaste. Exports will 
be made preferably through foreign 
bids, although direct sales will be con- 
sidered. Quotas will be distributed 
for each shipment in proportion to the 
number of cattle produced in each 
zone and will be distributed among 
cattlemen as equitably as possible. 

The new legislation derogates de- 
cree-law No. 1051 of August 22, 1941, 
effective September 4, 1947, which pro 
hibited export of fattened cattle or 
that to be fattened except for the 
period August 1-December 31 of each 
year, concomitant with other condl- 
tions and requirements—Emb., San 
Jose. 
items on which new or additional con- 
cessions may be requested as compefti- 
sation for any agreed modification. 


It is requested that any such views 
be submitted by the close of business 
on August 16. All communications, 
in 11 copies, should be addressed to: 
The Secretary of the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information, Tariff Com- 
mission Building, Washington 25, D.C. 
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Guatemala Increases 
Coffee Export Tax 


The Guatemalan export tax on cof- 
fee, effective July 1, is $14.24 per 100 
ish pounds of clean coffee, or its 
equivalent in the hull (pergamino) or 
roasted, the Guatemalan Central Cof- 
fee Office has announced. 

This tax increase was made in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of decree 
No. 827 of June 30, 1951 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Sept. 3, 1951, p. 20). 

The new rate, an increase of $6.24, 
or 78 percent, over the previous tax, 
is based on the average quotation of 
$84.96 per 100 Spanish pounds (46 
kilograms) on Guatemalan coffee on 
the New York exchange in May. The 
increase represents 25 percent of the 
difference of $24.96 in the average 
quotation of $84.96 in May and the 
average quotation of $60 in May 1953. 

Additional taxes, here detailed, bring 
total export levies to $15.51 per 100 
Spanish pounds: 

Tax, in accordance with decree No. 827 

of June 30, 1951, effective July 1, 1954 saat: 4 

National stadium tax .........eeeeeeees 


Central Coffee Office tax 
Pan American Coffee Bureau tax .... 10 





$14.49 
6 percent additional tax on all import 
and export duties and surcharges, 
rovided by decree No. 931, effective 
lovember 29, 1952 





l-percent bank tax 





$15.51 
—Emb., Guatemala. 


Denmark Licenses OEEC Free 
List Goods From Finland 


Denmark, in a trade agreement 
with Finland covering the 12-month 
period begun on July 1, guarantees 
free issuance of import licenses for 
Finnish goods included in the re- 
gional free list of the Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation 
for articles originating in member 





+ countries. 


Denmark thus continues to give 
free-list treatment to imports from 
Finland—a practice followed for a 
humber of years. 

Finland agrees not to impede ex- 
portation of such free-list articles to 
Denmark. 

Principal Finnish exports to Den- 
Mark listed in the agreement include 
plywood, hard and porous wood fiber- 


board, “gipsonit” wallboard, patent 
leather, chinaware, metal manufac- 
tures, and machines. Contemplated 


exports of free-list goods are not 
enumerated. 

Finnish imports from Denmark, in 
addition to agricultural and related 
products, consist of textile yarns and 
manufactures, including rubberized 
garments; oils and fatty acids; rubber 
Manufactures; chemicals; pharma- 
ceuticals; synthetic resins; colors, in- 
cluding heat-resistant paints and 


August 2, 1954 


Costa Rica Clarifies Invoicing 


Separate invoicing of freight, insur- 
ance, and other charges is not required 
by Costa Rican customs regulations 
despite reports to the contrary received 
by U.S. business firms. 

New instructions from the Costa 
Rican Collector General of Customs 
are to the effect that whenever it may 
be necessary for one reason or another 
to attach additional sheets of forward- 
ing and miscellaneous expenditures to 
invoices drawn by U.S. or other for- 
eign firms the type and/or handvwrit- 
ing appearing on such additional 
sheets should be identical with that 
appearing on the invoices. Further- 
more, to prove that the additional 
sheets were prepared abroad and not 
by Costa Rican merchants, headings 
appearing on such sheets should be 
identical with those appearing on the 
invoices. 

These instructions do not imply that 
additional sheets showing forwarding 
and other expenses in connection with 
shipments must be prepared. The Col- 
lector has no objection to and even 
prefers that the cost of the goods and 
all shipping expenses necessary to de- 
termine the c.if. value Costa Rican 
ports be given on the same invoice. 

The Collector’s office, according to 
information received by the American 
Embassy in San Jose, will, however, 
give liberal consideration to invoices 
received with enclosures not con- 
forming to requirements provided 
there is reasonable evidence to indi- 
cate that such additional sheets have 
not been prepared and attached to the 
invoice by Costa Rican importers 
themselves. By this token the Col- 
lector recognizes that there may be 
times when it will be difficult for U.S. 
and other foreign exporters to comply 
with the invoice requirements. 

This procedure governing the prep- 
aration of necessary separate invoices 
of expenses apparently was established 
because the Costa Rican customs au- 
thorities suspected that some supple- 
mentary invoices covering shipments 
to Costa Rica were being prepared in 
Costa Rica and might not always be 
accurate. 

Earlier incorrect reports that sepa- 
rate invoicing was required arose from 
a misinterpretation by various Costa 
Rican organizations of a Costa Rican 





lacquers; refractories; rolling - mill 
products; metal manufactures; ma- 
chines; dry cells; electrical supplies; 
radio parts and accessories; and vari- 
ous other items. 

The new agreement is expected to 
provide a Finnish export surplus of 
35 million crowns (US$5.1 million), 
which will contribute to the settle- 
ment of Finland’s accumulated debt 
to Denmark. 

The agreement was signed at Hel- 
sinki on June 13.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


customhouse decision on procedures 
to be followed in the preparation of 
separate invoices when such are 
necessary—Emb., San Jose. 

This clarification of the invoicing 
regulations should be noted in Depart- 
ment of Commerce publication, Pre- 
paring Shipments to Costa Rica, Inter- 
national Reference Service, vol. IV, No. 
90, December 1947. 


Peru Abolishes Match 
Monopoly, Frees Trade 


Peru’s match monopoly originally 
established by law No. 5085 of April 
18, 1925, has been abolished. 

Clearance of match imports, effec- 
tive January 1, 1955, will be permitted 
through the Peruvian customhouses, 
but only under licenses previously 
issued by the Ministry of Finance and 
Commerce.. Licenses will be granted 
after the opinion of the Bureaus of 
Industries and Commerce is heard, 
and on condition that the matches to > 
be imported are satisfactory in quality 
and safety. 

Import duties, additional taxes, and 
consular charges will be suspended on 
paper, wood, and wax matches in- 
cluded in Peruvian tariff items Nos. 
3246 and 3247 until local requirements 
are supplied. 


The reason given for abolishment 
of the match monopoly, is that, ac- 
cording to surveys, the Government 
has ascertained that it is more desir- 
able to have the domestic market 
supplied by private interests than by 
the present monopoly. Freedom of 
commerce and industry in this product 
is therefore reestablished in the 
country. 


The new regulations, put into effect 
by a Supreme decree dated June 25 
and implementing regulations of July 
9, both published on July 12, also 
provide that to protect and encourage 
the establishment of domestic match 
factories the Ministry of Finance and 
Commerce is authorized to grant duty 
and tax exemptions in contracts that 
may be signed for that purpose.— 
Emb., Lima. 








Tobacco exports from Greece during 
the first quarter of 1954 totaled 29.7 
million pounds, a drop of 13 percent 
from the 34.2 million pounds exported 
in the comparable period of 1953, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 





U. S. exports of domestic and foreign 
merchandise, exclusive of grant-aid 
military equipment and supplies, to- 
taled $5,222 million in the first 5 
months of 1954 compared with $5,133 
million in the comparable period of 
1953. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Germany Simplifies 


Import Procedures 


For the first time in 20 years Ger- 
man importers now are permitted 
to import without asking for advance 
approval. About 70 percent of im- 
ports will be made undér the new 
Simplified procedure, which was to 
go into effect on August 1. 


German authorities will check on 
import transactions after the business 
transactions have been executed in- 
stead of before their completion as 
heretofore. This procedure will apply 
to all liberalized imports and to the 
greater part of imports made under 
the open-licensing procedure. 

In general future deliveries up to 
1% years and terms of payment up 
to 6 months may be agreed upon 
under the new general import li- 
cense. Advance payments will be 
permitted and payment for imports 
may be made through postal facilities. 
The importer may take and grant 
guaranties for contracts, and contract 
penalties may be agreed upon. 

German authorities hope that the 
new regulations will not only free 
importers from burdensome adminis- 
trative work but also act as a stimu- 
lus for increasing imports—HICOG, 
Bonn. 





Denmark Agrees To 
Import Iceland Roe 


Denmark agrees to import 1 million 
Danish crowns worth of salted roe 
from Iceland under a protocol to the 
1948 trade agreement between the two 
countries which will regulate their 
trade in the 12 months begun March 
15. 


Otherwise the agreement is the 
Same as that for the year ended 
March 14, which provided for Danish 
imports of conserved fish products to 
a value of 200,000 crowns and other 
Icelandic products in_ traditional 
quantities. 


The Icelandic Government agrees 
to license for export to Denmark be- 
fore September 15, 10 percent of the 
1954 summer production of herring 
meal available for export, and sim- 
ilarly to license before March 15, 1955, 
25 percent of the exportable surplus 
of 1954-55 winter herring meal pro- 
duction. It assumes similar obliga- 
tions for licensing by September 15 
7% percent of summer herring oil 
production and 15 percent of 1954-55 
winter production during the remain- 
ing life of the protocol. 

Iceland agrees to permit traditional 


imports of Danish goods to the ex- 


tent permitted by its foreign ex- 
change position. 

The protocol was signed at Reykja- 
vik on June 11.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


14 





Mexico Raises Duties; 
Imposes New Controls 


Mexican import duties on cotton 
fabrics and cotton and fiber bands 
were increased sharply, effective July 
2, by a decree published on June 24. 


The same items were placed under 
import control and now require a 
permit from the Mexican Ministry of 
Economy before importation, by a 
resolution of that Ministry published 
and effective July 8. 


In addition, import control is im- 
posed on tariff classification No. 
4.44.10, fabrics of artificial fibers em- 
broidered with silk. 


The cotton and fiber items affected 
by the changes and their new duties, 
specific in pesos per legal kilogram, 
and percent ad valorem, with former 
rates exclusive of the flat 25-percent 
increase established on February 15, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows 
(1 peso—=US$0.08) : 

4.16.00, Cotton fabrics embroidered with any 


type of fibers, specific 8 (5); 75 percent ad 
valorem (50). 


4.19.50, Bands of cotton fabric, embroidered 
with cotton, even if open-worked, not more 
(soy. 60 centimeters wide, 8 (5); 75 percent 

). 

4.49.30, Bands of fabrics of artificial fiber, 
up to 20 centimeters wide, even with beads 
Magee: metal of all sorts, 8 (8); 75 percent 

). 

4.49.31, Bands of fabrics of artificial fibers, 
with admixture of other fibers, excluding silk, 
up to 20 centimeters in width, even with beads 
oo metals of all sorts, 8 (5); 75 percent 


Inasmuch as the new duty rates 
were established after February 15, 
they are not subject to the flat 25- 


percent increase effective on that 
date. 





Brazil Lowers Import Duty 
On Some Tetraethyl Lead 


Tetraethyl lead imported into Brazil 
for use in gasoline refined in the 
country now pays the same import 
duty as gasoline, by law No. 2,249-A 
of June 29. 


The Brazilian duty on tetreaethyl 
lead imported for this purpose thus is 
reduced from 10.60 cruzeiros a legal 
kilogram, or 10,600 cruzeiros metric 
ton, to 1,400 cruzeiros a metric ton. 


To obtain this duty concession the 
refinery importing such _ tetraethyl 
lead will register with the custom- 
house having jurisdiction over the 
locality.—Diario Oficial, July 2, 1954. 





The United States received about 
55 percent more canned hams from 
the Netherlands in the first 5 months 
of 1954 than in the comparable period 
of 1953, according to information re- 
ceived by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. 









Denmark Permits Import 
Of Dollar Oilcake 


The Danish Government Grain 
Office is now authorized by the 
Ministry of Agriculture to per- 
mit import of oilcake payable 
in dollars if purchase agreements 
are completed by October 31. 
Permission can be withdrawn, 
however, at any time. 

Danish oilcake and oilseed re- 
quirements in the 1954-55 crop 
year are expected to be about 1 
million metric tons, or 50 per- 
cent above those of the preced- 
ing year. 

Danish importers are expected 
to avail themselves of this op- 
portunity, as prices in the dollar 
area are more advantageous 
than in areas from which Den- 
mark usually draws supplies— 
Emb., Copenhagen. 











French-Finnish Agreement 
Sets $86 Million Trade 


Trade valued at approximately 1§ 
billion francs (approximately US$4#@ 
million) in each direction is provided 
for in a new l-year trade agreement 
signed between France and Finland 
for the year ending June 30, 1955. 


Products listed for export from 
France to Finland include phosphates, 
chemicals and pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, tires, textiles, automobiles, their 
separate parts and equipment, steel 
products, and machinery. 


France will import mostly lumber 
and derivatives, pulpwood, pulp, and 
paper products. 





Costa Rica Cuts Duty 
On Petroleum Asphalt 


Costa Rican import duties on petro- 
leum asphalt have been reduced 
through the creation of a new sub- 
item to cover this product undef 
tariff item No. 320. 


The item and duties, specific im 
colones per gross kilogram and pef- 
cent ad valorem, are now as follows 
(1 colon—US$0.1764, at official market 
rate): 

No. 320, Pith, resin, petroleum coke, and 
other byproducts not elsewhere specified, of 
coal, lignite, petroleum, and oily slate, in- 
cluding mixtures with asphalt which are not 


chemical substances, specific, 0.10; 4 percent 
ad valorem. 


a) Petroleum asphalt, specific, 0.05; 2 pef- 
cent ad valorem. 


Petroleum asphalt formerly was in- 
cluded under tariff item No. 320 
proper. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





New Authorizations 


Approved by FOA 


New authorizations ‘totaling $17,- 
495,000 for financing the purchase of 
surplus U.S. agricultural commodities 
for five countries have been approved 
py the Foreign Operations Adminis- 
tration. 

The authorizations, made against 
previously announced allotments un- 
der the provisions of section 550 of 
the Mutual Security Act of 1953, in- 
yolve the purchase of raw cotton for 
the Federal Republic of Germany to 
a value of $1,070,000; butter for the 
United Kingdom, $6 million; bread 

ins, raw cotton, and ocean trans- 
portation for Yugoslavia, $10 million; 
flue-cured tobacco for Taiwan (For- 
mosa), $100,000; and ocean transpor- 
tation of wheat for Afghanistan, 
$155,000. 


Section 550 provided that between 
$100 million and $250 million of mu- 
tual security appropriations for the 
fiscal year 1953-54 be used to finance 
surplus U.S. agricultural commodities 
to be sold to friendly countries for 
local currencies. The local currency 
proceeds of such sales are used by 
FOA to further the mutual security 
program of building up the strength 
of friendly countries. 

FOA had authorized as of June 30 
a total of $245,150,000 during the fiscal 
year 1953-54 to finance surplus U.S. 
farm commodity sales to 13 nations of 
Western Europe, the Far East, and 
south Asia participating in the FOA 
program. 





Quotations Sought by Taiwan 
Monopoly on Leaf Tobacco 


Quotations are sought by the Tai- 
wan Tobacco and Wine Monopoly Bu- 
reau, 4 Nanchang Road, Taipei, Tai- 
wan (Formosa), from American leaf- 
tobacco suppliers who are interested 
in and in a position to bid on the 
monopoly’s requirements for leaf to- 
bacco. The monopoly emphasizes that 
it wishes to deal only with suppliers 
or brokers in a position to select and 
redry the desired qualities. 

The monopoly is a Provincial Gov- 
emmment organization and functions 
as the sole purchaser of tobacco from 
producers in Formosa, as well as 
abroad; and it is the sole manufac- 
turer, importer, and distributor of 
tobacco products. 


The monopoly reportedly has re- 
quested a foreign exchange allocation 
of about US$300,000 for the purchase 
of American Virginia leaf tobacco in 
1954. About 60 percent of the im- 
ported leaf procured will be for the 
monopoly’s “New Paradise” brand and 
40 percent for the “Shuang Shi” brand, 


August 2, 1954 





Belgian Congo To Sell Quarry 


A medium-sized limestone quarry 
and kiln located in the Bas-Congo 
District near Thysville will be offered 
for sale at public auction in Leo- 
poldville on September 18 by the 
Public Executor of the Province of 
Leopoldville (Curatelle aux Succes- 
sions), Belgian Congo. No price has 
been set but the executor hopes to 
dispose of the property for a minimum 
of $100,000. 


The property, part of an estate 
administered by the Public Executor, 
is situated on the Thysville-Matadi 
Railroad, 20.7 kilometers west of Thys- 
ville. Assets include: 10 hectares— 
24.7 acres—of land; the quarry, which 
is stated to have proven reserves of 
54,000 metric tons of limestone, prob- 
able reserves of 100,000 tons, and pos- 
sible reserves of 300,000 tons; a house 
for the manager and housing for 
native workers; two Schneider kilns, 
of which the smaller, a wood burner, is 
in operation and the larger, which 
operates on coal, is not yet in use; 
mechanical crusher and sifter; several 
storage sheds and bins; two old trucks, 
one in running condition, the other 
repairable; and miscellaneous tools 
and equipment necessary for operation 
of the plant. 


Quarry in Operation 
The works are now in operation, 
and there is a European manager who 
is familiar with the business, as well 
as a trained labor force of more than 
100 workers. 


An expert in the Public Executor’s 
office estimates that, with an invest- 
ment of some $40,000, the operation 
could be undertaken on a more ef- 
ficient basis and the second Schneider 
kiln put into operation, with resultant 
increase in production from the cur- 
rent 20 metric tons of lime per day 
to 50 metric tons. This expert reports 
that surveys indicate there will be a 
market in the foreseeable future for 
all that can be produced. 

Summary estimates place the cost 
of production at some 1,000 francs 
($20) per ton delivered Leopoldville; 
the price recently has been 1,200 francs 





broken down into the following grades 
and quantities of leaf tobacco: 


e Shuang Shi—B2F, 10,000 kilo- 
grams (1 kilogram=—2.2046 lbs.); C2L, 
15,000 kilograms; B3F, 10,000 kilo- 
grams; B2L, 10,000 kilograms; C3L, 
15,000 kilograms (all 1953 crop). 


@ New Paradise — B4F, 72,000 kilo- 
grams; B4L, 18,000 kilograms (all 1952 
crop). 

The monopoly wishes to receive only 
the top quality in each of the grades 
purchased. 


($24) and is currently stated to be 
about 1,500 francs ($30) per ton. 

There is a mortgage of 802,000 francs 
($16,040) on the property, held by the 
Government Societe de Credit au 
Colonat et a l’Industrie. The selling 
price will include repayment of the 
mortgage loan. 

The owner of the property will have 
an option on an additional 175 hec- 
tares— 431 acres—surrounding the 
property on three sides. This is agri- 
cultural land, on which native property 
rights already have been cleared. 





Greece Needs Rail 
Ties, Other Items 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the following equipment and 
materials: 

@ 75,000 ordinary railroad ties of 
hardwood (oak, beech, or other suit- 
able wood), and 500 cubic meters of 
treated or untreated special bridge 
and switch ties of hardwood (oak, 
beech, or other suitable wood). Bids 
will be accepted until August 31 by 


the Piraeus-Athens-Peloponnesus 
Railway (S. P. A. P.), 1 Carolou 
Street, Athens. 


@ Five tons of special statistical 
paper for statistical business and ac- 
counting machines. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until August 27 by IKA-Social 
Insurance Institute, Supply Depart- 
ment, 35 Churchill Street, Athens. 


@ Machinery, accessories, utensils, 
etc., for completely equipping a plant 
for processing oranges and tange- 
rines, to be built at Chanea, Crete. 
Bids will be accepted until August 
21 by the Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Permanent Supplies Committee, 23 El. 
Venizelou Avenue, Athens. 


e@ 44 tons of box-shaped gabions in 
various sizes, 12 tons of wire netting 
in rolls, and 4 tons of sewing wire. 
Bids will be accepted until August 20 
by the S. E. K. Railways, 12-b Poly- 
techniou Street, Athens. 


Specifications are available for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or the Greek Foreign Trade Ad- 
ministration, 729 15th Street NW., 
Washington, D. C. Requests should 
specify the item of interest. 





A French firm, Compagnie Francais 
des Petroles, has obtained permits to 
initiate petroleum explorations in the 
three Provinces of Libya. The com- 
pany is expected to begin geological 
surveys in the near future—Leg., 
Tripoli. 
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NATO Wants Bids on Pipeline Supply for 
Netherlands, Construction in France 


Four new projects, covering con- 
struction work in France and pipeline 
supply to the Netherlands, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the 
international competitive bidding 
procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has announced. 


The construction work in France is 
at undisclosed airfields. One project 
includes erection of buildings at an 
estimated cost of $200,000. A second 
involves installation of demolition 
tubes, $25,000; fencing, $320,000; and 
water storage and distribution, $55,000. 
A third project is for the strengthen- 
ing of shoulders at an unspecified air- 
field at an estimated cost of $300,000. 


Firms interested in the building con- 
struction, should communicate with 
the Secretariat d’Etat aux Forces 
Armees “Air,” Service de ]’Infrastruc- 
ture, 24 boulevard Victor, Paris 15, 
before August 7. 

Firms wanting to bid on the second 
project should report their interest to 
A. Aigrot, French Delegation to NATO, 
Palais de Chaillot, Paris 16, before 
August 9; and on the third project, 
to the Ministere de |’Air, Service de 





Burmese Log Exporter 
Wants Financial Aid 


U Tun Tin, a Burmese timber ex- 
porter, is interested in establishing a 
working relationship with an Ameri- 
can firm which would supply capital 
for the purpose of developing export 
markets for hardwood timbers other 
than teak. Teak exports are a monop- 
oly of the Burmese Government. 


U Tun Tin is particularly interested 
in gurjan, or in-kanyin, the terms 
commonly used in the South Asia tim- 
ber trade for lumber from Dipterocar- 
pus tuberculatus roxb. (in) and/or 
other Dipterocarpus species (kanyin). 
In his opinion, as much as 100,000 cu- 
bic tons in terms of round logs of 
gurjan could be made available for 
export from Burma. In addition to 
gurjan, some timber from pyinkado 
(Tylia delabriformis) and padank 
(Pterocarpus macrocarpus) could also 
be made available for export. He esti- 
mates that in terms of round logs, 
some 20,000 to 30,000 cubic tons an- 
nually could be exported in the near 
future. 

Financing for the procurement of 
logs in North Burma and floating them 
to Rangoon—a process which ties up 
capital for at least 2 and frequently 3 
years—is not available. 


Interested parties may obtain fur- 
ther information by communicating 
with U Tun Tin (Bhamo), 91 Evanson 
Street, Rangoon, Burma. 


16 


l’Infrastructure, 26 boulevard Victor, 
Paris, France, before August 11. 

Sixty-two kilometers of pipeline, 
including 3 river and 3 canal crossings, 
are required by the Netherlands. In- 
terested firms should communicate 
with Directeur Gebouwen, Werken en 
Terreinen, Bagijnestraat 40, The 
Hague, before August 5. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the respective foreign 
government offices regarding compar- 
able work done for U. S. Government 
agencies. A copy of this resume should 
be sent to the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., to permit prompt 
certification of interested‘ firms to 
the foreign government offices. 

A brochure describing the inter- 
national competitive bidding program 
for NATO projects may be obtained 
on request from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or from any De- 
partment of Commerce Field Office. 





Mineral-Bearing Sands for 
Sale by Ceylon Ministry 


Bids for the purchase and removal 
of 100,000 long tons of mineral-bear- 
ing (predominantly ilmenite) fine- 
grained beach sand deposits at 
Pulmoddai, about 34 miles north of 
Trincomalee, Ceylon, are invited until 
October 15 by the Ceylon Ministry of 
Industries, Housing, and Social Serv- 
ices. 

Composition of the sand on the 
main beach is said to be as follows: 
ilmenite, 70 to 75 percent; rutile, 10 
to 12 percent; zircon, 6 to 8 percent; 
magnetite, 2 to 3 percent; and mona- 
zite, trace. The remainder includes 
quartz, garnet, spinel, hypersthene, 
etc. The sands which extend into 
the scrub-covered high ground are of 
slightly lower grade, averaging about 
50 to 60 percent ilmenite. 

Chemical analysis of the ilmenite 
shows a TiO, content varying from 
about 52.8 to 57.8 percent. Specific 
gravities of the principal mineral con- 
stituents are: Ilmenite, 4.5 to 5; rutile, 
4.2; and zircon, 4.7. 

Total estimated reserves are about 
4 million tons of black sand and do 
not take into account any mineral 
sand which extends below the low- 
water mark. 

Additional details are contained in 
the tender notice, a copy of which is 
available for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Industries, Housing, and Social Serv- 
ices, Colombo, Ceylon. 


Burma To Buy Silk 
Reeling Equipment 


The Director-General, Industrig] 
Development Corporation, Rang 
Burma, is inviting bids until August 
31 for the supply, delivery, erecti 
and test operation of all machinery, 
equipment, and auxiliaries for a silk 
reeling factory having a productive eg. 
pacity of 200 to 300 pounds of silk per 
8-hour day. 


The factory is to be situated near 
Maymyo, Burma, some 450 rail miles 
north of Rangoon. It is understood 
that the civil engineering work will be 
done by local contractors under the 
supervision of the equipment supplier’s 
engineers. f 


The Industrial Development Corpo- 
ration, in its tender notice for this 
equipment, states that although all 
prices should be expressed in pounds 
sterling, this does not mean that bids 
are acceptable only from the sterling 
area. However, if machinery and 
equipment from soft-currency coun- 
tries are acceptable from a technical 
standpoint, bids from such areas will 
be given preference. 


A copy of the tender notice is avail- 
able for review purposes on loan from 


the Commercial Intelligence Division, © 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Iran Seeks U. S. Market for 
Surplus Cigarette Tobacco 


The Iranian Tobacco Monopoly, 
Tehran, Iran, is interested in selling 
to American cigarette manufacturers 
approximately 6,000 tons of Iranian 
cigarette tobacco available from the 
1953 crop. This quantity is said to be 
of different varieties—Trabizon, Ti- 
kulac, Basma, and Samson —and 
grades, and is packed in “grower’s 
bales.” 


According to an official of the To- 
bacco Monopoly, Iranian tobacco & 
packed loose leaf, in standard bales of 
25 kilograms each, known as “Ton- 
gas,” similar to that in Greece and 
Turkey. The tobacco is not stemmed; 
the stems are thin and light. The same 
official stated that, although Iranian 
grading methods differ from those in 
use in the United States, the monopoly 
could grade the tobacco in accordance 
with American standards if American 
buyers are interested. 


A list of available stocks and other 
information concerning this offer may 
be obtained for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C. 
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IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), on a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Chemicals: 

Germany—Dr. Bekk & Kaulen, 
Chemische Fabrik GmbH (manufac- 
turer), 10 Brauweilerstrasse, Loevenich 
Bez. Koeln, wishes to export direct 
or through agent reproduction chemi- 
eals for offset deep printing and 
plock making. Descriptive literature 
available.* 


Essences and Concentrates: 


Italy—Industria Liquori Alpini I.L.A. 
(manufacturer and exporter), 3 Via 
Bronzetti, Trento, offers to export 
direct or through agent powdered 
essences and concentrates for liquors, 
such as vermouth, fernet, and bitters. 


Furniture: 


Philippines—American Wrought 
Iron & Metal Craft (manufacturer, 
importer, retailer), 3 Sampaloc Ave., 
Quezon City, offers to export direct 
rattan furniture, and carved and 
ornamental wooden furniture made 
according ~to buyer’s specifications. 
Firm states all furniture is available 
in knock-down form. 


Lighting Fixtures: 


Italy—Giuseppe Toso (manufacturer 
and exporter), Fondamenta Manin 
87/a, Murano, Venice, wishes to export 
direct or through agent Bohemian 
chandeliers and other types of glass 
chandeliers and lamps. 


Machinery: 


Germany—Konrad Wrede (manu- 
facturer), 10 Hasenhoeft, P. O. Box 9, 
Bremen-St. Magnus, wishes to export 
direct and seeks agents in various sec- 
tions of the United States for milling 
equipment for cutting facets on metal 
and plastic signs, and for fully auto- 
Matic branding presses for cigar 
boxes. 


Printing and Stamping Equipment: 

Germany—Konrad Wrede (manu- 
facturer), 10 Hasenhoeft, P. O. Box 9, 
Bremen-St. Magnus, wishes to export 
direct and seeks agents in various 
Sections of the United States for print- 
ing plates for box marking, type for 
gold printing, steel dies for stamp- 
ing, and special dies for marking cig- 
arettes. 


Surgical 
ments: 


Germany—Tuttlinger Instrumenten 
Manufaktur Burmeister & Co. (manu- 
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and Veterinary Instru- 


facturer), 12 Gerberstrasse, Tuttlin- 
gen, wishes to export direct to and 
seeks agents in all sections west of the 
Mississippi River for surgical and 
veterinary instruments, 120,000 Ger- 
man marks’ worth of instruments per 
month. The German firm is already 
represented in all states east of the 
Mississippi River. Catalogs available.* 

Tools: 

Germany—Erich Fr. Erntges (man- 
ufacturer), Kraspuet, Remscheid-Len- 
nep, wishes to export direct and seeks 
agent for fret saws and tools designed 
primarily for use by teen-agers. Il- 
lustrated leaflets available.* 


Vessels: 


New Zealand—J. B. Trading Co., Ltd. 
(marine broker), 14 Panama St., Wel- 
lington, is interested in selling to a 
U. S. firm the T.T.S. Ngaio, which re- 
portedly can accommodate 35 motor 
cars on deck and between decks. The 
vessel was formerly used on the Wel- 
lington-Nelson run, and taken off serv- 
ice in April 1953. Specifications avail- 
able.* 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 


Germany—Karl O. Helm (importing 
distributor), 38 Esplanade, Hamburg 
36, wishes to purchase direct poly- 
vinylchloride, 65 to 75 K value, in 50- 
ton lots monthly. 


Foodstuffs: 


Netherlands—L. H. van Hertzfeld 
N.V. (importing distributor and com- 
mission merchant), 155 Maaskade, 
Rotterdam, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for all kinds of 
canned and dried fruits, fruit juices, 
dried and canned vegetables, and 
bakery raw materials. Firm desires to 
purchase the above products for sale 
in the Benelux countries, West Ger- 
many, and Austria. 


General Merchandise: 


Canada—t. N. Labrecque (importing 
distributor, broker), 631 19th St., 
Limoilou, Quebec 3, P.Q., wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency 
for small wares. 


Instruments: 


Spain—La Industrial M. Aguirreur- 
reta (importing distributor, whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer of metal- 
cutting and woodworking saws, P. O. 
Box 178, Avenida del Generalisimo 
Franco 4, San Sebastian, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency for 
precision and measuring instruments. 


Leather Goods: 


Canada—L. N. Labrecque (importing 
distributor, broker), 631 19th St., 
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Belgian Firm Offers 
Industrial Site 


A Belgian firm, Raffinerie & 
Sucreries du Grand-Pont, has 
available at Hougaerde, Belgium, 
an industrial site of 3.55 hectares 
(1 hectare=2.4711 acres) which 
it believes might be of interest to 
an American firm seeking manu- 
facturing facilities in Europe. 
The site is located on an import- 
ant railroad siding. 

The buildings on this site oc- 
cupy a surface of 0.89 hectare, 
have large yards, contain mod- 
ern handling equipment, and 
are suitable for various uses, it 
is reported. Hougaerde is 50 
kilometers from Brussels, Liege, 
and Charleroi, and 75 kilometers 
from Antwerp. Skilled and semi- 
skilled labor is said to be avail- 
able locally. 

Inquiries may be addressed to 
Raffinerie & Sucreries du Grand- 





Pont, S.A., Hougaerde, Belgium. 








Limoilou, Quebec 3, P.Q., wishes to pur- 
chase direct and obtain agency for 
leather goods. 


Machinery: 


Belgium—Etogar, S. A. (manufac-_ 
turer of bench vises), 19 rue du Moulin, 
Lint, wishes to contact an American 
firm interested in having its products 
assembled in Belgium. The Belgian 
plant is equipped for milling, thread- 
ing, wire-drawing, and lathe work. 


Spain—La Industrial M. Aguirreur- 
reta (importing distributor, whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer of metal- 
cutting and woodworking saws), P. O. 
Box 178, Avenida del Generalisimo 
Franco 4, San Sebastian, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency 
from U. S. manufacturers of ma- 
chinery for the lumber and general 
mechanical industries. 


Metal Products: 


Netherlands—Cooperatieve Inkoop- 
vereeniging van Metaalindustrieelen 
G. A. (Coopra) (cooperative purchas- 
ing organization, importing distribu- 
tor), 82 Haringvliet, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct in quantities of 100 
metric tons or more welded and seam- 
less boiler tubes as per DIN (Deutsche 
Industrie Normen) 2448/1629; in 
quantities of 100 metric tons or more, 
welded and seamless gas and steam 
tubes as per DIN 2440/2441; and in 
quantities of more than 500 metric 
tons, welded and seamless main tubes, 
4” to 10”. Firm requests delivery 2 or 
3 months from date of order. 

Spain—La Industrial M. Aguirreur- 
reta (importing distributor, whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer of metal- 
cutting and woodworking saws) P. O. 
Box 178, Avenida del Generalisimo 
Franco 4, San Sebastian, wishes to 
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purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for hot rolled electric furnance steels, 
cold rolled steels (tempered and un- 
tempered), iron and steel wire, hot and 
cold rolled steel and iron hoops, and 
nonferrous metals. 


Paper Products: 


Netherlands—W. M. Breur’s Handel- 
maatschappij N. V. (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturer’s agent), 
258 Insulindestraat, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
newsprint on rolls, 50/52 grams per 
square meter, 200 to 300 metric tons 
annually. 


Rubber Products: 


Netherlands—N. V. Interrub Handel- 
maatschappij (importing distributor), 
79 ’s-Gravendijkwal, Rotterdam, 
wishes to purchase direct all kinds 
of rubber goods (except tires, heels, 
and soles), particularly rubber hose 
(water hose, pneumatic tool hose, oil- 
resistant hose, etc.), insertion sheet- 
ing, rubber matting and flooring, 
rubber toys, latex foam cushions and 
sheets, and industrial and surgical 
gloves. 


Textiles: 


Germany—Karl Helmold, Waesche- 
fabrik ‘manufacturer of men’s shirts 
and ladies’ blouses), 12 August Bebel- 
strasse, Bielefeld, wishes to purchase 
direct materials for manufacturing 
shirts and blouses. 


Tools: 


Spain—La Industrial M. Aguirreur- 
reta (importing distributor, whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer of metal- 
cutting and woodworking saws), P. O. 
Box 178 Avenida del Generalisimo 
Franco 4, San Sebastian, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agencies 
from U.S. manufacturers of tools and 
accessories for the lumber and me- 
chanical industries. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 


British West Indies—H. G. Gatcliffe 
& Co., (manufacturer’s agent), 16 
Frederick St., P. O. Box 504, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, wishes to obtain 
agency for industrial and agricultural 
chemicals. Firm states it wishes to 
represent U.S. manufacturers of these 
commodities in Trinidad and any other 
part of the British West Indies, in- 
cluding British Guiana. 


Crockery: 


Union of South Africa—Johannes- 
burg Hardware Wholesalers (Pty.), 
Ltd. (importer and wholesaler), P. O. 
Box 8358, Johannesburg, wishes to ob- 
tain agency or sole local distributor- 
ship for crockery. 





Bids Sought To Build 
New Zealand Jetty 


Bids will be accepted until 5 
p. m., October 26, by the New 
Plymouth Harbour Board, in New 
Zealand, for the construction of 
Moturoa jetty in reinforced con- 
crete, approximately 1,100 feet 
by 90 feet. 

Drawings and contract docu- 
ments may be inspected at the 
office of the New Zealand Gov- 
ernment Trade Commissioner, 
Dupont Circle Building, 1346 
Connecticut Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington 6, D.C., or obtained from 
the Consulting Engineer, W. G. 
Morrison, 28 Buller Street, Well- 





ington, New Zealand. 








Electrical Equipment: 


Union of South Africa—Keystone 
Trading Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, and manufac- 
turer of foundry chemicals), Keystone 
Bidgs., 14 Thorpe St., Johannesburg, 
wishes to obtain agency for electrical 
equipment, mainly domestic. 


Glassware: 


Union of South Africa—Johannes- 
burg Hardware Wholesalers (Pty.), 
Ltd. (importer and wholesaler), P. O. 
Box 8358, Johannesburg, wishes to 
obtain agency or sole local distributor- 
ship for glassware. 


Hardware: 


Union of South Africa—Johannes- 
burg Hardware Wholesalers (Pty.), 
Ltd. (importer and wholesaler), P. O. 
Box 8358, Johannesburg, wishes to 
obtain agency or sole local distributor- 
Ship for electrical and all general 
hardware and allied lines. 

Union of South Africa—Keystone 
Trading Co. (Pty.) Ltd. (importer, ex- 
porter, wholesaler, and manufacturer 
of foundry chemicals), Keystone 
Bidgs., 14 Thorpe St., Johannesburg, 
wishes to obtain agency for builders’ 
hardware. 


Leather: 


Netherlands — Handelmaatschappij 
Castelijn & Co. (importing distributor 
and manufacturer’s agent), 1 Pius- 
haven, Tilburg, wishes to obtain 
agency from American tanners of kid 
and patent leathers. 


Machinery and Equipment: 


British West Indies—H. G. Gatcliffe 
& Co. (manufacturer’s agent), 16 
Frederick St., P. O. Box 504, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, wishes to obtain 
agencies for chemical engineering 
plant and equipment, packaging equip- 
ment, food processing equipment, 
conveying and material handling 
equipment, boilers and boiler equip- 
ment, and oil field machinery and 
supplies. Firm states it wishes to rep- 





resent manufacturers of these eon}! 
modities in Trinidad and any othe 
part of the British West Indies, in 
ing British Guiana. 


Office Equipment and Supplies: 
Union of South Africa—J. Maddison 
& Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, whole 
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saler, retailer, manufacturer’s repre. Meceriey 


sentative, and manufacturer of vert 
cal suspended filing systems), 1.7 
dison’s Corner, Harrison & Commis? 
sioner Sts., Johannesburg, wishes tg 
obtain sole agencies for the lates 
improvements or types of office mg. 
chines, office gadgets, steel offic 
equipment and systems, and drawing 
equipment and supplies. 


Packaging Materials: 


British West Indies—H. G. Gateliffs 
& Co. (manufacturer’s agent), If 
Frederick St., P. O. Box 504, Port off 
Spain, Trinidad, wishes to obtaig® 
agency from U. S. manufacturer of 
packaging materials, for Trinidag 
and any other part of the British 
West Indies, including British Guiang 


Pharmaceuticals: 


British West Indies—H. G. Gatcliffe 
& Co. (manufacturer’s agent), 1 
Frederick St., P. O. Box 504, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad, wishes to obtaly 
agencies from U. S. manufacturers of 
pharmaceuticals, for Trinidad and 
any other part of the British West 
Indies, including British Guiana. 


Services: 


Australia—Chemical Plant & Engh 
neering Co., Pty., Ltd. (consultant #@ 
chemical and allied industries), Ashe 
ley St., West Footscray, Victoria, of- 
fers its services to chemical and ak 
lied industries on technical matters 
as well as for designing equipment for 
the use of such companies, and fur 
nishing a complete engineering job 
for newly established firms in those 
fields. 


Sporting Goods: 


New Zealand—R. J. Bain & Co., Ltd 
(importing distributor and manufat- 
turer’s agent), 128 Lichfield St. Christ 
church, wishes to obtain agencies from 
U. S. manufacturers for all types of 
sporting goods. 


Stationers’ Supplies: 


Union of South Africa—J. Maddison 
& Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer’s repre- 
sentative, manufacturer of vertical 
suspended filing systems), Maddison’s 
Corner, Harrison & Commissioner Sts, 
Johannesburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for stationery items and fancy goods. 


Tools: 


Union of South Africa—Johannes- 
burg Hardware Wholesalers (Pty.), 
Ltd. (importer and wholesaler), P. O. 
Box 8358, Johannesburg, wishes to ob- 
tain agency or sole local distributor- 
ship for tools. 


¢ 





Union of South Africa—Keystone 
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(Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
r, wholesaler, manufacturer of 

dry chemicals), Keystone Bldgs., 
"4 Thorpe St., Johannesburg, wishes 


Vip obtain agency for all types of small 


tools. 

Waste: 

Union of South Africa—A. Behrendt 
(manufacturer’s representative), 136 
Adderley St., P. O. Box 3674, Cape 
fown, wishes to obtain agency for 
mayon wastes for the textile industry. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Brazil—Cid Riberiro, representing 
foc. Lumina Industrial Liel, Ltda. 
fmporter, manufacturer of fluores- 
gnt lamps and fixtures), 163 Rua 
faldanha Marinho,, Sao Paulo, is in- 
terested in purchasing machinery for 
the lamp industry, and wishes to ob- 
fain technical information on the 
manufacture of electric lamps. Was 
scheduled to arrive July 20, via Miami, 
for a visit of 20 days. U.S. address: 
t/o Brazilian Consulate General, 10 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y 
Itinerary: New York, Newark, Wash- 
imgton, and Chicago. 


Colombia—Ricardo Becerra, repre- 
gnting Distribuidora Perfection de 
Bogota, Ltda., Carrera 7, No. 51-29, 
Bogota, wishes to obtain agency from 
U.S. manufacturers and exporters of 
flectrical, gas, and petroleum house- 
hold appliances; and electrotherapy 
apparatus. Was scheduled to arrive 
july 13, via Miami, for a visit of 3 
months. U. S. address: c/o Consulate 
General of Colombia, 444 Madjson 
Aye., New York, N.Y. Itinerary: Miami, 
New York, Cleveland, and Chicago. 
World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Colombia—Fritz Friedmann, repre- 
senting Fomag, Ltda. (manufacturer’s 
tepresentative, agent), Avenida Jim- 
tnez No. 8-56, Bogota, is interested in 
acting as representative for western 
UV. S. manufacturers of construction 
and electrical supplies, chemicals, and 
foodstuffs. Was scheduled to arrive 
July 19, via Los Angeles, for a visit of 
2months. U. S. address: c/o Auto- 
Mobile Club of South California, 2601 
8. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Itinerary: Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Portland, and Seattle. 


Union of South Africa—R. J. Atkin- 
son, representing Atkinson & Josce- 
lyne (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s rep- 
tesentative handling sporting goods, 
household furnishings, fabrics, knit- 
ting wools, and related lines), 108 
President St., Johannesburg, is in- 
terested in contacting American man- 
Ufacturers of hardware, tools, and 
furnishing fabrics. Scheduled to ar- 
rive August 17, via New York, for a 


August 2, 1954 





visit of approximately 5 weeks. U. 8. 
address: c/o Fenchurch Export Corp., 
67 Broadway, New York, N.Y. Itine- 
rary: New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and 
Seattle. 

Current World Trade Directory 
Report being prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are now 
prefaced by a brief review of 
basic trade and industry data col- 
lected in the course of compiling 
each list. Brief extracts from these 
data follow each title for which 
such data are available. 


Advertising Agencies and Conces- 
sionaires — Venezuela. — Advertising 
agencies, similar to those in the United 
States, have been in operation only in 
the last few years. Many firms are 
able to furnish such services as cine- 
ma, radio, television and press ad- 
vertising, neon gas signs, and billboard 
services, and to conduct market sur- 
veys. Although statistics covering im- 
ports of advertising materials are not 
availab'e, there is little doubt that the 
largest proportion originates from the 
United States. 

Advertising Media—Japan.—Over 99 
percent of the Japanese population is 
estimated as being literate. The ver- 
nacular press and other periodicals 
have comparatively large circulations. 
The average household reportedly 
takes approximately two papers a day, 
and every newspaper is read by an 
average of three persons. Three 
English-language dailies, with com- 





List of Purchasing 
Agencies Revised 


The pamphlet “Foreign Gov- 
ernment Purchasing Agencies,” 
revised as of July 1954, is avail- 
able from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C., or any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices, at 10 cents 
a copy. 

The list contains the names 
and addresses of foreign govern- 
ment missions in the United 
State which maintain procure- 
ment and purchasing agencies in 
this country. 
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paratively small circulations, have 
nation wide distribution. . Daily news- 
papers are used extensively as adver- 
tising media by manufacturers, whole- 
salers, and retailers of pharmaceuti- 
cals, cosmetics, and edible products. 
About 16 to 20 percent of the space of 
the average newspaper is devoted to 
advertising 

Over 1,000 magazines are published 
monthly. Of these, approximately 200 
are devoted to a particylar trade or 


profession and are classified as trade 
journals. 

Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
and Manufacturers — Philippines. — 
The Philippines consume a 
quantity of bags (estimated at 45 mil- 
lion annually), mainly of jute, since 
the principal crop—rice—and the 
principal exports require the use of 
such containers. In the, past, all re- 
quirements for jute bags were met by 
imports. Since 1950 three mills have 
been established with a plant invest- 
ment of nearly $8 million, and a fourth 
mill will go into operation in the near 
future. Kenaf growing is being en- 
couraged and all local production of 


this fiber is purchased by the operat- 
ing mills. 


Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers, 
and Chandlers—Pakistan.—There are 
no shipbuilding facilities, nor any 
facilities for underwater repairs. A 
limited number of wooden boats, 
diesel-driven launches, and river craft 
are constructed for domestic use. The 
value of total annual repair work of 
the merchant marine fleet—now con- 
sisting of 32 vessels—is estimated at 
8 million rupees. 


The Pakistan Industrial Develop- 
ment Corp. plans to establish a ship- 
repair and shipbuilding yard at Ka- 
rachi. The first phase of the scheme 
- expected to be completed by mid- 

955. 

Imports of ship parts and fittings 
during the year July 1952—June 1953 
amounted to 1.3 million rupees. Ma- 
chine tools, portable diesel-driven air 
compressors, and portable diesel- 
driven electric welding tools used by 
the ship repair organizations are in- 
sufficient for domestic needs. Most of 
the machinery and tools have been 
imported from the United Kingdom, 
Germany, and the United States. 


Canneries—Union of South Africa.— 
The canning industry is relatively 
young but growing rapidly. The prin- 
cipal products canned are fruit, jam, 
marmalade, vegetables, meat, and fish. 
Leading export markets are the 
United Kingdom, Rhodesia, Southwest 
Africa, Portuguese East Africa, and 
Israel. Approximately 60 million 
pounds of canned fish of all varieties 
are produced annually. Large quan- 
tities of rock lobster and other canned 
fish products are exported to the 
United States. 

Although a part of the industry’s 
tinplate requirements is now being met 
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from a domestic source, supplies al- 
ways have been imported, primarily 
from the United States. Imports of 
canned foods have been negligible 
since import controls were instituted 
in 1948. 


Coffee and Tea Exporters—India.— 
All the coffee produced in India has to 
be delivered to the Indian Coffee 
Board, which regulates the releases in 
the internal market and for export. 
When the coffee is released, tenders 
are invited from registered exporters. 
Successful tenderers take delivery and 
are free to negotiate with foreign 
buyers and conclude sales. 

Production of tea for 1953 is esti- 
mated at 609 million pounds. Domes- 
tic consumption is about one-fourth of 
total production, and the balance is 
exported. Exports of tea in 1953 to- 
taled 499.1 million pounds. The United 
Kingdom is the largest buyer. Tea 
exports to the United States totaled 
37.5 million pounds. 

There are no growers or exporters 
of cocoa on a commercial scale. 


Cooperage, Crate, and Shook Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Exporters—West- 
ern Germany and Berlin.—The coop- 
erage, crate, and shook industry is a 
part of three main industry groups 
which are well developed and have 
good domestic and European sources 
of raw materials. Germany does not 
import raw material or finished items 
for the cooperage industry from the 
dollar area in any appreciable quan- 
tity. Except for wooden boxes and 
crates, imported principally from 
Austria, exports of items classified 
under cooperage, crates, and shooks 
far exceed imports. The United 
States is the principal market for 
baskets and wickerwork wares—im- 
porting 1,217,000 German marks’ worth 
out of a toal .of 3,267,000 German 
marks’ worth in 1953—but trade in 
other cooperage items is insignificant. 
(1 German mark=US$0.238.) 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Man- 
ufacturers and Exporters—Haiti.— 
Handicraft industries have become an 
important factor in the country’s ex- 
port trade. Total output is estimated 
at $5 million a year. About $1.5 million 
worth of handicraft is exported an- 
nually, over 90 percent going to the 
United States and the remainder 
mostly to Cuba, Canada, Canal- Zone, 
and the neighboring Caribbean Is- 
lands. The Government has taken 
steps to prevent the exportation of 
inferior merchandise and has granted 
duty-free entry for certain raw ma- 
terials, equipment, and machinery. 

Dental Supply Houses—New Zea- 
land.—Most dental supplies are im- 
ported from the soft-currency area. 
Imports from the United States are 
subject to strict licensing control. 
However, licenses are granted for den- 
tal supplies from dollar sources if the 
items cannot be obtained from the 
sterling area or if the dental or medi- 





Specifications Set for 
Angolan Engines 


A few copies of the specifica- 
tions, in Portuguese, covering 
four micado-type locomotives 
and one diesel shunting locomo- 
tive needed for the Mocamedes 
Railway in Angola, Portuguese 
West Africa, are available on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C. 

The call for bids was published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 5, 1954, page 19. 











cal profession has expressed a strong 
preference for the American article. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Panama.—As there are 
no textile mills, all types of dry goods 
are imported. Imports of dry goods 
and clothing come principally from 
the United States, Great Britain, and 
Japan. Over 60 percent of total im- 
ports of dry goods and clothing is 
furnished by the United States. Ready- 
made clothing of U. S. manufacture is 
very popular and makes up the larger 
part of imports in that line. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Hong Kong.— 
An active market exists for electrical 
supplies and equipment both for local 
consumption and for Southeast Asia. 
In 1953 imports of various electrical 
machinery, apparatus, and appliances 
amounted to HK$68,662,429—chiefly 
from the United Kingdom, Western 
Germany, the Netherlands, Japan, the 
United States, and Sweden in the order 
named. Reexports were mainly to 
Indonesia, Japan, Thailand, and Ma- 
laya. Imports of many items require 
licenses and certificates of essential- 
ity. Export licenses are required for 
reexport of electrical products of U. S. 
origin. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Panama.—No 
electrical appliances are manufactured 
and there are few first-class repair 
shops. Requirements of electrical 
supplies and equipment are supplied 
principally by the United States, with 
lesser quantities coming from Switzer- 
land, West Germany, Canada, and 
Japan. There is no problem of cur- 
rency exchange or import licenses. 


Glass and Glassware Manufacturers 
and Exporters—Portugal—The glass 
industry has developed considerably 
in recent years because of improved 
techniques and equipment, and now 
consists of 33 plants employing ap- 
proximately 6,000 workers. The main 
problem is to find markets for surplus 
glass production. 

Exports in 1952 were 11,214 metric 





tons valued at 171,925,768 escudos 4 
escudo=US$0.035). Leading e 
markets were Portuguese posse 


Chile, India, and Cyprus. Glass ana) 


glass products exported to the Uniteg 
States in 1953 were valued at $138 
No restrictions exist on glass import 
but customs duties are set at proteg. 
tive levels. 


Hospitals—Iran, 


Machinery Importers and Distribg. 
tors—Netherlands West Indies 
machinery is produced domestic 
and all such products are imported 
Imports from principal countries g@ 
origin in the first 9 months of 1953 
were as follows: 


Pere 
Value fromUn ‘ 


Agricultural machinery.. $ 18,678 99 
Miscellaneous machinery 316,566 62 
Petroleum refining ma- 

ST es dhs okd¥ ences 3,526,923 33 
Mining machinery ...... 28,441 68 
Machine parts .......... 2,299,617 60 


An exchange control permit is nee. 
essary for imports from the dolla 
areas or for payment in dollars. 


Metal and Scrap Metal Importer 
and Dealers—Western Germany and 
Berlin.—As an adjunct to the iron and 
Steel industry, scrap importers and 
dealers play a significant role in the 
country’s economy, especially in view 
of the fact that most German milly 
do not import scrap directly. Ther 
are 500 scrap importers and dealer 
of some significance. 


Imports of iron and steel scrap 
totaled 184,000 tons in 1953 and ex 
ports 623,000 tons. Imports originated 
largely in the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Canada, and India. The bulk of the 
exported scrap — 320,000 tons — wag 
shipped to countries of the European 
Coal and Steel Community, while the 
remaining exports went largely t& 
Great Britain, Austria, and Sweden 
There is a shortage of nonferrous old 
metal and scrap metal and it is 
this area that the American exporte 
will find the best trade opportunities 
The shortage is estimated at 50,00 
tons to 90,000 tons for 1954. 


Old and Overissue Newspaper Im- 
porters and Dealers—Hong Kong— 
Imports of paper waste and old papef 
during 1953 amounted to 18,175,920 
pounds, principally from the United 
States. This material is used for wrap- 
ping by markets and grocery stores. 
Substantial exports also are made #@ 
surrounding countries. 


Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Lebanon.—Local production is limited 
to average and inferior grades of 
ready-mixed paints, enamels, bituml- 
nous paints, zinc white, and copal 
varnish. About 95 percent of Leba- 
non’s requirements of paints, var- 
nishes, and allied products are im- 
ported. The United States leads in the 
supply of ready-mixed paints, auto- 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Exports Top Imports 
Of Men's Shoes 


Uv. S. imports of men’s shoes have 
shown an upward trend since 1949, 
ghile exports have been downward, 
the Business and Defense Services 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, has reported. However, 
exports, totaling 135,666 pairs in the 
first quarter of 1954, still exceed im- 

, totaling 113,856 pairs. 

Exports of men’s shoes from this 
country amounted to 887,386 pairs in 
1939, increasing to 1,307,793 by 1949, but 
dropping to slightly less than 800,000 

by 1953. Imports, on the other 
hand, amounted to only 224,000 pairs 
in 1939 and less than 203,000 pairs in 
1949, but by 1953 had expanded to 
almost 662,000 pairs. Total foreign 
trade—both imports and exports— 
was at lower levels during the early 
months of the present year. 


Average price of the imports has 
been consistently higher than for the 
exports, despite the fact that prices 
have dropped sharply since 1949. In 
that year the average import price 
was $7.57 a pair compared with but 
$625 in the first quarter of 1954. 
Average price for the exports was 
$551 in 1949 and slightly less than 
$43 during the early months of 
the present year. 

U. S. exports are distributed widely 
and are sold directly to more than 40 
different markets. Main destinations 
of the 1953 exports were, in the order 
mamed: Cuba, Netherlands Antilles, 
Mexico, Panama Canal Zone, and 
Canada. 

Less than 30 countries supplied the 
men’s shoes imported during 1953, of 
Which 4 countries accounted for al- 
most 95 percent of the total. British 
suppliers furnished most of the trade, 
accounting for 80 percent of the total, 
and most of the remainder came from 
Canada, 6 percent; Italy, 5 percent; 
and Mexico, 4 percent. 

Neither exports nor imports are in 
any important ratio to domestic pro- 
duction. In each instance the ratio 
amounts to less than 1 percent. 





To Combine Activities 
The SIMCA and French Ford auto- 


mobile companies have decided to 
combine, according to the French 
press. The merger proposal will be 


submitted to the stockholders of both 
companies in the near future and, if 
approved, SIMCA will become the 
Second largest producer of passenger 
cars in France. 

Ford stockholders reportedly will 
receive 1 share of new SIMCA stock 
for 23 shares of Ford stock. The new 
Shares, totaling 455,713 and having a 
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U.S. Coal Exports Increase in June 


Oversea shipments of U. S. coal through U. 8S. ports increased more than 
147,000 tons to 1,177,257 long tons in June from 1,029,855 tons in May. These 
figures exclude shipments to other countries by rail and the Great Lakes. 

June exports by ports and countries of destination are shown in the fol- 


lowing table: 


{In gross tons] 


Country of 


Philadelphia Baltimore 
destination Anth. Bitm. 


Sadeoeecees. “FOeye, f(s ~~. “Oe 


600000660 ‘88006. 4% he. '. oa 


Sesgeetgse¢ Oweee.. - ' 17 Pesan 


eee eee ee eeeee 


Netherlands 
Norway 
Portugal 


eee eee ee eweee 


epese ste” eae 
seeveew . 30008" >) eee 


Switzerland 
Yugoslavia 





Total, Europe . 
Argentina 


eeeeesecessesees 8 8 8pPIR @ 3&8 = —=—=—aeeee 








Total, Sou. America 7,954 
Japan 1,258 


1,258 


eeeee 


eee eee eee eeee 








Total, all others . 


Grand Total ...... 8,719 29,813 
Source: Association of American Railroads. 




















Hampton Rds Mobile Destination 
Bitm. Bitm, totals 
ee REE RAS aR OR 10 
ia'oe8 “Ais ara 
"728 ml 14/235 
Geese oS LS 55,752 
+ Raga ahah, 163,977 
193,218 ed 93 218 
850 saned 9 
+ are ea 
19,105 Sitie 19,105 
Me ose ees 81,095 
CORNED © x55... dads 661,516 
Pe et er ee 10,310 
86,394 22,780 109,174 
905 580 27,485 
Scania. tsnate 7,954 
REARS pew 19,982 
143,591 23,360 174,905 
SON ol A aes 340,836 
emeen > wag 340,836 
1,105,365 23,360 1,177,257 





nominal value of 5,000 francs each 
(350 francs=US$1, official rate), will 
increase SIMCA’s capital to 7.3 billion 
francs. 

French Ford cars will continue to be 
manufactured and it is hoped that 
the markets of the two companies, 
while remaining independent, will be 
expanded. The U. S. Ford Co. will 
supply technical assistance for current 
products of the French Ford Co. 





Fewer Picture Theaters in 
Sweden; More Films Shown 


Sweden’s motion picture theaters 
exhibiting 35-millimeter film num- 
bered 2,494 on January 1, 1954, a de- 
crease of 10 from 1953 and 55 from 
January 1, 1950. No theaters show 16- 
millimeter film for commercial enter- 
tainment. 

Trade estimates indicate that the 
seating capacity of theaters in opera- 
tion totals 620,000, exclusive of 
churches, schools, and trade union 
halls, used occasionally for film pro- 
jection. 

In the calendar year 1953, a total of 
324 feature films was released in 
Sweden, of which 190 or 59 percent 
were of U.S. origin. This compares fa- 
vorably with the preceding 5 years; 
in 1949, for example, a total of 292 
feature films was shown, of which 
168 or 58 percent were made in the 
United States. Releases in 1953 in- 
cluded 30 Swedish films, 39 British 
films, 21 French, 14 Italian, 12 Ger- 
man, 5 each from Austria and Den- 
mark, and the remainder from other 
countries. 


Sales Crisis Unabated 
At Saar Coal Mines 


The coal sales crisis at the Saar 
mines was unabated in May, as stocks 
showed a further increase. 


Coal stocks at the end of the month 
had risen 100,000 metric tons, to a 
total of 722,367 tons—equal to more 
than 2 weeks’ output. 


Stocks of coal at the Saar mines 
have increased at the same rate— 
100,000 tons a month—since February. 
The rate of increase failed to drop in 
May, despite the introduction of a 
free shift which cut the number of 
mining days to 23 and the reduction 
of daily mining output by 3.5 percent 
from April. 


Total production by the Saar mines 
in May equaled 1,283,036 metric tons, 
as against 1,330,127 tons in April. 
Daily production dropped from 57,832 
tons in April to 55,784 tons in May. 


Coal sales by the Saar mines in 
May, with April figures in parentheses, 
were as follows: Saar consumption, 
304,469 tons (322,132); to France, 300,- 
162 tons (331,581); to West Germany, 
254,555 tons (237,788); and 82,741 tons 
(79,517) to other countries. 





World grapefruit production in 1953 
totaled 54 million boxes, about 10 
million boxes more than in 1952 and 
about 19 million boxes larger than the 
prewar average, the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture has reported. 
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U.S. Exports More Photo Goods 


A 9.35-percent increase in U.S. ex- 
ports of photographic goods, except 
motion picture film and equipment, in 
the first quarter of 1954 is indicated 
by preliminary statistics of the Bu- 
reau of the Census, U.S. Department 
of Commerce. 

In that quarter exports were valued 
at $8,115,729, compared with $7,357,- 
498 for the like period of 1953. A de- 
cline was registered in exports of 
cameras and X-ray film, however. 

Exports of sensitized materials, in- 
cluding films and dry plates, amount- 
ed to $3,132,694 in the first quarter of 
1954, and were about 6.5 percent be- 
low first-quarter 1953 exports valued 
at $3,348,572. Cartridge or roll films 
recorded larger exports in the first 
quarter of 1954 while exports of X-ray 
film registered approximately a 35- 
percent decline. Exports of. photo- 
graphic paper in the first quarter of 
1954 amounted to 24,303,304 square 
feet, valued at $1,126,854, compared 
with 19,650,904 square feet, valued at 
$1,038,421 for the corresponding period 
in 1953. 


Still-picture cameras and parts were 
exported to a value of $610,346 in the 
first quarter of 1954, about 16.5 per- 
cent above first-quarter 1953 exports 
valued at $509,319. Exports of still- 
picture projectors increased about 17 
percent while exports of photographic 
lenses more than doubled in the first 
quarter of 1954. 


Data on photographic reproduction 
equipment in the first quarter of 1954 
reveal that exports of microfilm 
equipment dropped to $133,317, com- 
pared with $176,536 in the first quar- 
ter of 1953, while exports of photocopy- 
ing equipment totaled $290,340, about 
12 percent more than first-quarter 1953 
exports of $256,280. First-quarter 1954 
exports of “other photographic equip- 
ment and parts, not separately classi- 
fied,” amounted to $1,778,981, an in- 
crease of 1.7 percent over first-quarter 
1953 exports of $1,749,660. 


The following table gives details of 
exports of still-picture goods in the 
first quarter of 1953 and the first quar- 
ter of 1954: 


Jan-Mar 1953 Jan-Mar 1954 


Item Number Dollars Number Dollars 
Still-picture cameras: 
Commercial and scientific cameras ....... 760 216,498 477 170,437 
Box-type cameras, set focus................. 15,078 36,029 23,239 50,919 
i, 20 do oes hs vipeasencéh ooeotit 6,926 129,353 17,751 102,632 
Es GUL ons whi Gis Roc ewe levectede 127,439 eure 286,358 
Still picture projectors .......... cc cccccccees 7,714 156,665 5,641 188,877 
Photographic and projection lenses .......... 126,727 122,045 310,934 54,320 
Still picture films and dry plates: Sa Sq. ft 
Speeeeene GW SOM MIMS 2... cc cccccccccsccevee 1,984,655 866,585 2,581,979 1,195,151 
i Mitel. ees. wees Je edecdaeees 7,125,488 1,852,374 6,051,174 1,195,327 
Other films (cut films) .................... 1,963,376 593,279 2,392,259 692,586 
ED RE, oan, on pibemcgcdeces eee 50,361 36,334 71,741 48,630 
Photographic paper, sensitized .............. 19,650,904 1,038,421 24,303,304 1,126,854 
Microfilm equipment and parts ............. .....cee- 176,536 Ph Pan 133,317 
Photocopying equipment and parts ......... ......... 256,280 290,340 
Photographic equipment, accessories, supplies, 
and parts, not elsewhere classified ..,.. ee ee 1,778,981 
ee ee cece aeas jo. ~ 3 57,49 8,115,729 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 





Portugal Authorizes 
Steel Monopoly 


The Portuguese Economic Council 
has approved the organization of a 
company to produce pig iron, steel 
ingots, and steel products, including 
sheets and plates, tin plate, steel tubes, 
bars, structural steel, etc., from iron 
ore, pyrites, and scrap, the Ministry 
of Economy has announced. The new 
company is to be given a monopoly of 
the production of rolling-mill prod- 
ucts for a period of 10 years. 

It must have a subscribed capital of 
100 million escudos ($3.5 million) 
within 6 months after the granting of 
the concession. Within 1 year it must 
present for Government approval a 
detailed project of its proposed instal- 
lations, which must have a minimum 
capacity of 150,000 metric tons. 

Within 90 days after approval of the 
project, the company must increase 
its capital to the full amount required 
for realization of the project. To the 
extent that private capital is not 


22 


forthcoming, the Government may 
participate, but not to the extent of 
over 50 percent. 

The Portuguese Six-Year Plan calls 
for a total investment of 250 million 
escudos (1 escudo = approximately 
$0.035) in an iron and steel industry 
plus 120 million escudos in a tin- 
plate industry. No investment has 
been made so far and it is unlikely 
that any will be made in 1954, but a 
start may be made in 1955—Emb., 
Lisbon. 





Gelidium processed in the Republic 
of Korea in 1952 totaled 1,390 metric 
tons for industrial use and 1,334 tons 
for foodstuffs (1 metric ton—2,205 
pounds). Output in that year was 
2,856 tons, compared with 1,240 tons in 
1948. 

Gelidium, a type of seaweed found 
along the South Korean coast as far 
north as the 38th parallel, is used for 
manufacturing agar agar. No gelidium 
has been exported from South Korea 
in recent years, according to the Re- 
public’s Bureau’of Fisheries. 


7-_—_--eo 


Firm Begins Output | —— 
Of Lathes in Mysore | new 


Hindustan Machine Tools, Ltd. a 
Bangalore, Mysore State, India, was 
expected to begin limited productigg 
of lathes by the end of July. 


Fifty .8%-inch center 











lathes am 


scheduled for production in the eup Guten F 
rent calendar year, the number is iene 
be increased to 400 in 1955, and by mid. 156 pp. 
1957 output is expected to reach g in Uni 
peak of 800. The manufacture of othe eign, $ 
related products will be considereg The f 
later. statistic: 
The lathes will have a special auto} as a gui 
matic adjustment to allow for expane§ ing, trar 
sion or contraction under the climate} U. 8. co 
conditions of the ultimate destinatigg The 1 


of the lathes. The plant is equipped} part I, 


















to test the grade of steel provided bee} tured cc 
fore being used in manufacturing. and col 
The firm is a private limited com: lative 1 
= a8 . 1954, ar 
pany in which the Government @ 
India has a 90-percent interest and Part 
Oerlikon Machine Tool Works Hn 
Switzerland, 10 percent. The come March- 
pany’s capital was set at 120 milli gories i 
rupees (1 rupee=—US$0.21), of which value. 
about 85 million was to be operating} commox 
capital. part 17) 
The company already has 12 Oerle§ country 
kon-trained European technicians of Year B 
contract for 1 to 3 years and inten@ Metal 
to hire up to a total of 56 Europeal Mapl 
technical advisors. The Europea ps 
personnel eventually will be replaced This 
by Indians now under training. ah 
The staff numbers about 140. Wit . 
daily recruitment of new employe@hl gsamiu 
the staff is expected to number BD} genyum 
tween 600 and 800 by the end of thi} ang pr 
year. An employee housing develop Data 
ment is under construction. One set foreigr 
tion for senior executives and Eure capaci 
pean personnel—eventually Indian= v8. i 
will be complete with shopping centé tion s 
and clubhouse; the other two sectiong§ ‘ 
for clerical and skilled personnel and} Beono: 
for unskilled low-paid workers, wil Qua: 
share a shopping center, movie housg publ 
gymnasium, playground, and grade Univ 
school. 50 ce 
This 
of Eu 
Denmark Has 458 Theaters | arte 
Motion picture theaters in operatio#i — 
in Denmark total 458 and have an e& ductic 
timated seating capacity of 146,337 —— 
These theaters exhibit 35-millimete® age le 
film; no 16-millimeter film commer the le 
cial entertainment theaters are oper by 65 
ating at present. tion 
An estimated 60 percent of thé} Weste 
screen time is devoted to the showing} Austr 
of U. S. films, with Danish films at*] terms 
counting for about 17 percent; British} great 
French, Swedish, Italian, and Germal] {fp | 
films share most of the remaining} revie: 
time. laid o 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





"” Books 
a Reports 


Cotton Exports, U. S. A. Edited by Wil- 
liam Twyman Lockett. San Marino, 
Calif. Lockett Reports. April 1954. 
156 pp. $35. Annual subscription, $300 
in United States anc Canada (for- 
eign, $400). 

The first in a series of monthly 
statistical analyses designed to serve 
as a guide in the cultivation, process- 
ing, transportation, and marketing of 
u. 8. cotton for foreign consumption. 


The report is in three parts. In 
I, U. S. exports of unmanufac- 
tured cotton by U. S. customs districts 
and countries of destination, cumu- 
lative for the period January-April 
1954, are shown in tabular form. 


Part II comprises summary tables 
showing comparable export figures for 
April 1953 and April 1954, and for 
March-April 1954, by commodity cate- 
gories in units of measure and dollar 
yalue. April export figures for each 
commodity classification are given in 
part III, by U.S. customs district and 
country of destination. 


Year Book of the American Bureau of 
Metal Statistics. York, Pa. The 
Maple Press Co. 1954. 122 pp. $3. 


This 33d annual issue contains 
worldwide production and other sta- 
tistics on copper, lead, zinc, aluminum, 
gold, silver, tin, antimony, bauxite, 
cadmium, cobalt, magnesium molyb- 
denum, nickel, and platinum for 1953 
and prior years. 


Data are given on leading U. 8S. and 
foreign producers, plants, and their 
capacities, as well as information on 
U. 8. imports and exports, consump- 
tion, and prices. 


Economic Bulletin for Europe, Fourth 
Quarter, 1953. A United Nations 
publication. New York. Columbia 
University Press. May 1954. 96 pp. 
50 cents. 

This review of the economic position 
of European countries for the fourth 
quarter of 1953, prepared by the Secre- 
tariat of the Economic Commission for 
Europe, states that industrial pro- 
duction in Western Europe as a whole 
Was one-fourth higher than the aver- 
age level reached in 1950, and exceeded 
the level of the second quarter of 1953 
by 6 percent. The increase in produc- 
tion was most marked in Greece, 
Western Germany, Finland, Italy, and 
Austria, where reserve capacity in 
terms of both manpower and plant is 
great. 

In Eastern Europe, according to the 
Teview, greater stress is now being 
laid on the need to expand agricultural 
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output. Vast areas of virgin soil are to 
be cultivated in the Soviet Union, and 
investment in agriculture in other 
countries is to be sharply increased. 

In addition to numerous tables 
showing production, cost of living, 
consumption, and imports and exports, 
the bulletin contains a special article 
on Europe’s trade in agricultural 
products. 


Business Year Book. 1954 edition. 
Published by the Financial Post, 
Toronto 2, Canada. 184 pp. $3. 


A guide to buying power and busi- 
ness activity in Canada, this book pro- 
vides marketing data for sales man- 
agers, advertising executives, and 
business planners in widely varied 
fields. 

It incorporates statistics on Can- 
ada’s metropolitan areas, agriculture, 
and the labor force, and gives a break- 
down of the merchandising census by 
Provinces, counties, and towns or 
cities. 

Lists for many cities include the 
number of taxpayers in each income 
bracket. A separate section dealing 
with Canada’s leading industries lists 
new branch plants of foreign com- 
panies. 


Guide Book of Ethiopia. Published by 
the Chamber of Commerce, Addis 
Ababa. 1954. 443 pp. No price quoted. 


The preface states, “The Chamber 
of Commerce has prepared this Guide 
Book for the purpose of providing use- 
ful and factual information about 
Ethiopia to businessmen, tourists, stu- 
dents, and those interested in the 
country—information on the efforts 
of the Sovereign to rehabilitate the 
nation, strengthen its economy, pro- 
vide a favorable climate for foreign 
investment.” 

The book is in six parts covering 
Government, people, and culture; 
physiography, climate, and geology; 
agriculture; commerce, industry, and 
finance; tourist interest and general 
information; and a bibliography 
which lists books on Ethiopia, includ- 
ing books published in Amharic in 
Ethiopia. 

The text is illustrated by pictures, 
maps, and charts. 


Newspaper Press Directory and Ad- 
vertisers Guide, 1954. London. Benn 
Brothers, Ltd., 1954. Distributed in 
the United States by John de Graff, 
Inc., New York. 769 pp. $7.50. 
Detailed information is given about 

individual British newspapers; gen- 

eral, trade, and technical periodicals; 
directories and annuals; and trade 
services and organizations. Data in- 
clude addresses of head offices, names 
of proprietors and officials, and ad- 
vertising rates. 

A separate section is devoted to the 
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BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


The following new Business Infor- 
mation Service releases, published by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, are 
available from the U. 8S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the Department’s Field: Offices. 
Orders should be accompanied by re- 
mittances made payable to the Treas- 
urer of the United States. 

The Business Information Service 
also is available on a subscription 
basis. Part 2 of this Service, which 
consists of the World Trade Series and 
the International Trade Statistics 
Series issued by BFC, is $5 a year to 
—— subscribers and $6.75 to for- 
elgn. 

Establishing a Business in the Re- 
public of Korea. June 1954. World 
Trade Series No. 589. 4 pp. 5 cents. 

Peru—Economic Review, 1953. June 
1954. World Trade Series No. 590. 14 
pp. 15 cents, 

Application of Import Tariff System 
of Chile. June 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 592. 2 pp. 5 cents. 

Denmark—Summary of Basic Eco- 
nomic Information. June 1954. World 
Trade Series No. 593. 18 pp. 20 cents. 

Haiti—Economic Review, 1953. June 
1954. World Trade Series No. 594. 18 
pp. 20 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to Brazil. June 
1954. World Trade Series No. 595. 14 pp. 
15 cents. 

Living and Office-Operating Costs 
in Panama. June 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 596. 13 pp. 15 cents. 

Malaya—Summary of Basic Eco- 
nomic Information. June 1954. World 
Trade Series No. 597. 20 pp. 20 cents. 

Summary of U. S. Export Regula- 
tions on Sending Gift Packages to 











. Foreign Countries. June 1954. World 


Trade Series No. 598. 2 pp. 5 cents. 

Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi 
—Economic Review, 1953. June 1954. 
World Trade Series No. 599. 25 pp. 
25 cents. 

Indonesia — Regulations and Pro- 
cedures Affecting Tourists and Tem- 
porary Visitors. July 1954. World 
Trade Series No. 600. 4 pp. 5 cents. 

Living and Office-Operating Costs 
in Venezuela. June 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 601. 17 pp. 20 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Iraq. July 
1954. World Trade Series No. 602. 17 
pp. 20 cents. 

United States Trade With Southern, 
Southeastern, and Eastern Asia— 
Annual 1952 and 1953 and Quarterly 
1953. June 1954. International Trade 
Statistics Series. 27 pp. 30 cents. 











IBRD To... 
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likewise experience winter shortages 
of electricity. 

The project was about 30 percent 
completed and partially in operation 
at the end of 1953. Two generating 
units with a combined capacity of 
24,000 kilowatts have been installed at 
the main plant, known as the Kolbnitz 
power station, 2,000 feet above sea 
level, on the Moell River. Canals and 
other civil works required to bring 
water to the units also have been built. 

The remaining part to be completed 
and partially financed by the bank 
includes the expansion of the Kolbnitz 
power station to 104,000 kilowatts; the 
construction of a new 8,000-kilowatt 
station — Rieckenbach — at an inter- 
mediate elevation on the Reisseck 
Range; a pumping station; dams, tun- 
nels, canals, and other civil works nec- 
essary to bring water to the power 
stations. 


Loan Provides US$12 Million 


The total cost of the Reisseck-Kreu- 
zeck project is estimated at 898.7 mil- 
lion schillings, or US$34.5 million, of 
which the equivalent of US$9.8 million 
had been spent at the end of 1953. 
The bank’s loan will provide the equiv- 
alent of US$12 million of the funds re- 
quired to complete the project; the 
remainder will come partly from the 
funds of the Drau River Power Co. 
and partly from the shareholders— 
the Federal Government, the Prov- 
inces of Carinthia, Styria, and Lower 
Austria, and the city of Vienna. 

The loan is for a term of 25 years 
and bears interest of 434 percent an- 
nually, including the statutory 1 per- 
cent commission charged by the bank. 
Amortization will begin July 15, 1959. 





World Trade .. . 
(Continued from Page 20) 


mobile finishes, water paints, house 
paints, lacquers, and thinners. Other 
paints and pigments are imported 
chiefly from the United Kingdom, 
Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Italy, and France. 

Petroleum Industry — Iran. — With 
the exceptions of coal tar, phenic acid, 
creosol, naphthalene, pyridine, lub- 
ricating oils, mineral wax, paraffin, 
and vaseline, import of oil products 
is prohibited. Imports of lubricat- 
ing oils for the year 1952-1953 were 
5,700 metric tons, of which the United 
States supplied 99 percent. Import of 
paraffin, in liquid and solid form, 
amounted to more than 440 tons, a 
little over half of which was of U. 8. 
origin. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—Denmark.— Domestic 
production of photographic supplies 
and equipment is negligible. The main 
sources of supply are the United King- 
dom, Eastern Germany, France, and 


aa 


Italy. Imports from the United States 
are confined to specialized equipment 
unobtainable from _ soft-currency 
areas. 


Radio and Radio Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Nicaragua.—Twenty different brands 
of radios are sold and the market is 
highly competitive. Imports of non- 
military radio receiving sets in 1953 
were valued at $276,738. The United 
States supplied 1,594 sets out of 6,503 
imported during the year. Other 
leading sources of supply were Pan- 
ama (reexports), Germany, and 
Sweden. There is no TV, UHF, VHF, 
or FM broadcasting at present. 


Tanneries—Western Germany and 
Berlin.—Imports constitute 50 percent 
of the hides and skins processed. The 
tanning industry offers a good po- 
tential market for U. S. hides and 
skins. With progressive relaxation of 
currency and import restrictions, 
tanners are becoming interested in 
American hides and skins because of 
their favorable price and reputation 
for uniform quality. The United States 
ranked eleventh as a supplier of hides 
and skins in 1953. However, imports 
of American green calfskins and green 
bovine hides increased nine- and 
eight-fold, respectively, compared with 
1952. 

Exports of hides and skins are un- 
important. Exports of leather, on the 
other hand, increased by almost 50 
percent in 1953. Principal export ar- 
ticles are box calf, chevreau, and 
leathers with a metallic finish. 


Textile Industry—New Zealand. — 
Most of the hosiery mills and some 
of the knitting and woolen textile 
mills are American equipped. In re- 


cent years raw materials and p 
and equipment have been importa’ 
primarily from the soft-currency b 
Licenses are granted to a limited @ 






tent for textile piece goods from dg. 4} 
























lar sources. Raw materials and play 
and equipment also may be imported 
from dollar sources within the limik} 
of the import licensing program } 
There are no cotton, silk, nylon, rayon, 
or linen mills. 











New Books... 
(Continued from Page 23) 


oversea press, including newspapey 
in the United States, by States ang 
cities, and a classified list of U. § 
periodicals. 


Oxford Economic Atlas of the World 
New York. Oxford University Prey 
1954. 152 pp. $4.80. 

This is a new reference book ip. 
tended to meet the needs of econo 
mists, geographers, and other st» 








dents, and of those engaged in trade 
industry, and agriculture, who requir 
basic information about world ecm 
nomics. : 

The atlas is in two main comple 
mentary parts: World commodiy 
maps grouped in 10 sections; and a 
index arranged country by country, 
The maps give a world pattern and 
the index gives actual figures for ' 
country and shows the relative sig 
nificance of different commodities @ 
the economy. 

In addition, an introductory sectiog 
contains a series of world maps deak 
ing with important aspects of physi 
cal geography. A concluding section 
gives maps showing the distribution of 
population and communications. 





Published by the 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce 





for manufacturers and world traders .. . 


ELECTRIC 
CURRENT 
ABROAD 


. . « types, phases, cycles, and voltages available 
in the principal foreign cities . . . 


20 cents, from U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, or from 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Germans Launch New 
Merchant Vessel 


The 8,800-ton MS. Lichtenfels, 
the first German merchant ves- 
sel to have the navigating bridge 
on the forecastle in front of the 
hatches and loading gear, has 
peen launched by the Hamburg 
shipyard of H. C. Stuelcken Sohn 
for the Deutsche Dampfschiff- 
ahrts-Gesellschaft Hansa of 
Bremen. 

The Lichtenfels will have a 
crew of 47 and facilities for 12 
passengers. The advantage of its 
new construction is that the 
entire middleship, where the 
hatches and holds are located, 
is free and permits the handling 
of such heavy cargo as railway 
cars. 











Paris-Moscow Air Service 
Planned Under New Pact 


French and Russian Government 
fepresentatives have signed an agree- 
ment in Moscow under which trans- 
shipment air traffic will be established 
between Paris and Moscow, with 
Prague serving as the intermediate 
stop 


French aircraft will provide service 
om the Paris-Prague route and Rus- 
glan aircraft on the Prague-Moscow 
route. The Czechoslovakian Govern- 
ment has agreed to the arrangement. 
—Emb., Paris. 





Norway Electrifies Another 
lap of Its State Railway 


The Norwegian State Railways 
(NSB) completed electrification of the 
107-kilometer Voss-to-Bergen lap of 
the Oslo-Bergen railway at a cost of 
about 50 million crowns (1 crown = 
08$0.14) on July 2. The long middle 
lap between Honefoss and Voss, still 
a steam line, is scheduled for electri- 
fication by 1962 as part of the 500-mil- 
lion-crown long-term program author- 
ed in 1952. 

With the completion of the Voss- 
Bergen line, a total of 1,230 kilometers 
of railroad, or 28 percent of the na- 
tional mileage, has been electrified. 
These lines carry over half the na- 
tion’s rail traffic—Emb., Oslo. 





Airport Under Construction 


In Portuguese India 


Work on a new airport at Goa, 
Portuguese India, has been started 
Under the supervision of the Portu- 
= Direction General of Civil Avia- 


The project, costing approximately 
August 2, 1954 


US$455,000, will require about 20 
months to complete and involves the 
construction of a single 2,000-meter 
black top runway, which later may 
be extended to 2,400 meters. Plans for 
the installation of airfield and flight- 
control equipment have not yet been 
announced.—Emb., Lisbon. 





Egypt Establishes New Rates 
For Telephone Service 


e 

New Egyptian telephone rates, ap- 
proved by the Council of Ministers on 
June 24, went in effect on July 1. 

Individual subscriptions for tele- 
phones connected with automatic 
switchboards with meters remain at 
E£12 a year (1E£—US$2.88) but the 
number of local calls permitted with- 
out surcharge is increased from 1,000 
to 1,500 a year, and the installation 
charge—not refundable—is reduced 
from E£12 to E£8. 3 

Charges for local calls beyond this 
number, formerly at the rate of 6 
mills for each call from private tele- 
phones and 10 mills from public tele- 
phones, are estabished at 10 mills. 

Subscriptions for automatic tele- 
phones without meters, formerly E£14 
for residence telephones and E£20 for 
others, have been merged and divided 
into two categories: E£14 a year for 
lines connected with a central switch- 
board open more than 14 hours a day 
and E£10 for those connected with a 
central board open less than 14 hours. 
Similarly, rates for telephones con- 
nected with automatic centrals with- 
out meters in the Cairo and Alexandria 
suburbs (formerly from E£18 to E£24), 
have been unified at E£18. 

Changes also have been made in 
long-distance subscription and trunk 
rates, extensions, private exchanges, 
etc. Rates for long-distance calls de- 
pend on whether they are made from 
8 a. m. to 8 p. m. or from 8 p. m. to 
8 a. m. 





Benghazi Modernizes Hotel 


Renovation of the Berenice Hotel 
in Benghazi, Libya, to provide better 
tourist facilities, is being undertaken 
by the city at a cost of L£80,000 (ap- 
proximately US$224,000). The munic- 
ipality is reported to be interested in 
leasing the hotel to private interests 
but if this is not possible the city 
will operate it. 

Part of the renovation cost will 
cover furniture and equipment. The 
modernized hotel will have 110 units, 
a dining hall, bar, and ballroom. Air 
conditioning will be installed later. 





World trade in raw wool is estimated 
at approximately 2.5 billion pounds 
for 1953 and 2.3 billion in 1952, the 
U. 8S. Department of Agriculture has 
reported. 


Cuban Tourist Trade 


Yields Big Income 


Tourist business in Cuba now stands 
next to sugar exports as a provider 
of foreign exchange, according to an 
article in “Cuba Economica y Finan- 
ciera.” This statement, based on cal- 
culations made by the Cuban Tourist 
Institute, indicates that excursionists 
from tour vessels spend, in round 
figures, approximately $30 and those 
making longer visits about $250 each. 

Foreign visitors to Cuba are divided 
into two categories: Tourists who in- 
tend to stay ashore at least several 
days; and excursionists who go ashore 
briefly from vessels touching Cuban 
ports and who return to the vessels 
rather than seek overnight hotel ac- 
commodations. 

The peak of Cuban tourist travel 
occurs normally in February and the 
lowest point in September. An esti- 
mate of the number of visitors and 
their expenditures for a period of 
years is given in the following table: 


Number Number 


of ofezcur- Total spent 
Year tourists sionists tourists in Cuba. 
1949 150,048 29,966 180,014 $39,010,300 
1950 166,421 27,137 193,558 42,962,100 
1951 187,234 29,393 216,627 48,278,150 
1952 188,432 31,963 220,395 48,706,150 
1953 191,875 39,099 230,974 49,923,700 





TAP Schedules New Air 
Service to Mozambique 


Portuguese Airlines (Transportes 
Aeros Portugueses) planned to inau- 
gurate regular weekly service between 
Lisbon and Lourenco Marques, Mo- 
zambique, in July and to increase the 
schedule to two flights a week each 
way in November. 

Southbound flights were to leave 
Lisbon Thursdays, arriving in Lou- 
renco Marques on Saturdays with an 
hour’s stopover in Luanda. The return 
flights, following an identical route, 
are scheduled to leave Lourenco Mar- 
ques on Saturdays and arrive in Lisbon 
on Mondays. 

C-54 aircraft were to be used on 
the service, which requires about 44 
hours of actual flight. Three new 
Super Constellations, scheduled for 
delivery in July, August, and Septem- 
ber of next year, have been earmarked 
for this service—Emb., Lisbon. 


KLM Starts Ecuador Service 


KLM, the Netherlands airline, inau- 
gurated international services to Ecua- 
dor, operating from Guayaquil only, 
on July 17. The inaugural flight began 
in Caracas and continued to Panama, 
Guayaquil, and Lima. The return 
flight was made the following day, 
reversing the route. 

KLM’s offices in Ecuador are in the 
Hotel Humboldt, Guayaquil. 
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[TRANSPORT NOTES 


Newly installed landing aids have 
been put into operation at Bombay’s 
Santa Cruz Airport to replace obsolete 
World War II equipment. These aids 
include an instrument landing system, 
a new radar beacon with a range of 
400-600 miles, and an automatic high- 
frequency direction finder. 





Regular service between Amsterdam 
and Lima, Peru, has been established 
by the Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) 
with a DC 6-B plane. The day follow- 
ing its arrival in Lima the plane de- 
parts for Amsterdam via Panama, 
Curacao, Havana, Gander, and Glas- 
gow. 

Passengers have the option of 
changing at Curacao for the mid- 
Atlantic route via Port-of-Spain, the 
Azores, Lisbon, and Zurich. 





An important part of the Honduran 
National Highway was inaugurated on 
April 10 with the official opening of 
the Gracias-Santa Rosa de Copan 
road. This stretch is about 50 miles 
long—2 hours’ driving—and unites the 
departmental (State) capitals in west- 
ern Honduras. 

Work on the Puerto Cortes-San Pe- 
dro Sula road is progressing, but 
slowly. 





The Port of Houston handled 14,- 
107,694 tons of commerce during the 
first 4 months of the year, the Houston 
Navigation District has reported. 





A plan calling for the purchase of 
40 diesel buses, each seating approxi- 
mately 45 passengers, has been sub- 
mitted to the Government of Peru by 
the manager of the Lima Municipal 
Transportation System. If the plan is 
authorized, these units may be ac- 
quired in the United States—Emb., 
Lima. 

Two bulk grain discharge towers, 
purchased by the Callao Port Author- 
ity in Peru at a cost of approximately 
$250,000 from a German firm, have ar- 
rived in Callao. 


Bids have been opened for the con- 
struction of bulk grain storage facili- 
ties to consist of 16 silos, each with a 
capacity of 20,000 tons, and comple- 
mentary facilities, including a harbor 
control radar. Among the bidders were 
three U. S. firms.—Emb., Lima. 





The British Landing and Shipping 
Co. of East Africa, after studying port 
mechanization in Europe and the 
United States, has announced that at 
Yeast £250,000 will be spent on mechan- 
izing freight handling at all East Afri- 
can ports. 


New Facilities Under 
Way at Halifax Port 


The first major program since 1951 
for improvement of the port of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, is well under 
way. The plan includes construction 
of a 2-million-bushel grain elevator, 
to be completed within 30 days. This 
elevator will almost double the port’s 
present 2.2-million-bushel grain stor- 
age capacity. 

About 50 percent of the construc- 
tion work on*a new metal grain 
gallery running from the old elevator 
to the loading pier has been com- 
pleted. Cold storage facilities are be- 
ing extended by adding blast freez- 
ing equipment and a storage room 
for 500,000 pounds of poultry, sched- 
uled to be opened within the next few 
months. 

Tenders have been invited for the 
construction of a single-story steel 
storage shed, 550 feet by 120 feet, on 
Pier 9, which now has no shed facili- 
ties. The shed is expected to be fin- 
ished by the end of the year. 





Covered Containers To Be 
Accepted for Continent Use 


Covered containers may be accepted 
beginning January 1, 1955, for trans- 
port to and within continental Eu- 
rope under customs seal provided 
they comply with requirements ap- 
proved by the Inland Transport Com- 
mittee of the Economic Commission 
for Europe and are marked with an 
approved sign showing that they con- 
form to those requirements, the Brit- 
ish Ministry of Transport and Civil 
Aviation has announced. 

Privately-owned covered containers 
for rail conveyance may be submitted 
for approval to the British Railways, 
which will examine them and, pro- 
vided the requirements are satisfied, 















authorize use of the prescribed gipp _ 
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the Ministry of Transport and Giy 
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by road or by steamship services na] An 
associated with British Railways, — conclu 
>| Japan 
Lebanon Sets Up Telephone | ooh 
Service to South America =| fied b 
Establishment of radiotelephong a se 
services between Lebanon, Brazil, | intern 
Argentina has been announced by the cernin 
Lebanese Telephone Administration, | establ 
These services are operated through field 
the circuit to Paris from 10 a. m, conclu 
9:30 p. m., Beirut standard time, ¢ ary 7, 
weekdays and from 10 a. m. to 12:%) Swe 
p. m. on Sundays and holidays. TI erty i 
Rates, in Lebanese pounds (L£22l= ported 
US$1, official rate), from Lebanon ra 
the respective countries, are as fol but o: 
lows: cance. 
First Each "pa a 
3 added to-perso . 
Country minutes minute call®” 1S! 
age ~ (Rio de i 
Fed Dist) poms 56.70 18.90 5.70 Ope: 
FF. eee 63.00 21.00 5.70 The : 
Argentina ......... 56.70 18.90 5.70 c 
*Collected only if the conversation dom) enn 
not take place for a reason for which thy) 
Telephone Administration is not responsible § 9. 
| This e¢ 
Tanker Keel Laid in Japan | ate 
The keel of a tank vessel of 38,7504 ghole co 
deadweight tons has been laid by thé§ covering 
Kawasaki Heavy Industries Co. @§ gill hou 
Kobe, Japan, for United Shippers, L&@)§ ehibitic 
of Panama. The contract price of thi} ty, trad 
vessel is $5,250,000 or about $135 peti ghich o: 


deadweight-ton. : 
Although not as large as the 45,800 
deadweight-ton Phoenix built at tl 
National Bulk Carriers’ yard at Kure 
the new Kawasaki vessel will be am 
the world’s largest tankers. # 
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Sweden-Japan Property 
Rights Pact Ratified 


An agreement and protocol 
concluded between Sweden and 
Japan covering the protection of 
industrial property rights af- 
fected by World War II was rati- 
fied by the Swedish Riksdag on 
May 14. 

This agreement is based on the 
international agreement con- 
cerning the maintenance and re- 
establishment of rights in the 
feld of industrial ownership 
concluded at Neuchatel, Febru- 
ary 7, 1947. 

Swedish and Japanese prop- 
erty interests affected are re- 
ported to be fairly numerous, 
particularly in the patent field, 
put of relatively minor signifi- 
cance.—Emb., Stockholm. 











Swiss National Fair 


Opens in September 


The 35th Swiss National Fair— 
Swiss Comptoir—will be held in 
lausanne, Switzerland, September 11- 
%. 


This exhibition, Switzerland’s most 
important autumn economic fair, is 
tepresentative of the activities of the 
whole country. The 20 different halls, 
covering a total of 1,160,000 square feet, 
wil house the displays of some 2,300 
ahibitions of Swiss agriculture, indus- 
tty, trade, and craftwork. Agriculture, 
which occupies an important place in 
the country and covers many different 
phases, including livestock shows and 
Markets, will be well represented. 

Craftwork, particularly specialized 
aaftwork, of many types as well as 
industrial products ranging from agri- 
tiltural machinery to machine tools, 
fom wood- and metal-working ma- 
thinery to the products of the build- 
ing trade and those of watchmaking 
and precision mechanics will be dis- 
played. 

As in previous years, one foreign 
®untry has been invited to partici- 
pate as a gesture of international good 
will. Under the auspices of the Indian 
Trade Department in New Delhi and 
the Indian Ambassador at Bern, 
Modern India will display its economic 
sources in a special pavilion. 

Special traveling facilities on Swiss 
trritory and reduced rates of admis- 
fon to the fair are extended to for- 
tign visitors, who are invited to get in 
uch with the Consulate General of 
Switzerland, 444 Madison Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 

Information also may be obtained 
ffom the Association des Interets de 
lausanne, 7 avenue Benj.—Constant, 

usanne, Switzerland. 
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Philippine Price Controls Revived 


Philippine price controls, which ex- 
pired on December 31, 1953, have been 
reinstituted, by Republic Act No. 1168, 
approved by the President on June 18. 


The new law reiterates the Govern- 
ment’s policy to prevent scarcity, mo- 
nopolization, hoarding, speculation, 
manipulation, and profiteering affect- 
ing the supply, distribution, and 
movement of imported and domestic 
products.. Enforcement is again the 
responsibility of the Price Stabiliza- 
tion Corporation (PRISCO), in which 
a Price Control Office has been set up. 


Controls Limited 


Whereas the previous controls af- 
fected a wide variety of commodities, 
the new law limits the application of 
ceilings to the following: Rice; corn; 
flour; canned fish (sardines, squid, 
mackerel, herring, and salmon); cof- 
fee; canned milk; canned meat 
(corned beef, Vienna sausage, and 
meat spread); fresh and frozen meat; 
textbooks; paper and paper prod- 
ucts and other materials used for 
printing newspapers, magazines, and 
textbooks; antibiotics and other es- 
sential drugs; essential surgical and 
dental materials; and textiles (blue 
denims, khaki, cotton piece goods 
with thread counts ranging from 
60/48 or 110 per square inch to 80/80 
or 165 per square inch). 

The maximum pfices of these com- 
modities may not exceed ceilings in 
effect on December 31, 1953, and are 
to remain in effect until February 15, 
1955, the terminal date of the new 
law. In the event of an actual or 





Ecuador Increases Gasoline 
Tax for Road Construction 


Ecuador has increased the national 
tax on gasoline by 20 centavos a gal- 
lon, raising the retail price from 3.8 
to 4 sucres a gallon (1 sucre—US$0.066, 
at the official rate). 


The emergency decree law fixing the 
tax, signed by the President on July 
12, is designed to help finance the con- 
struction of various highways in the 
frontier provinces as well as to com- 
plete construction of the Pan Ameri- 
can Highway, which lacks only sec- 
tions in the Province of Loja. 


Since the Provinces of Loja and 
Carchi do not have sufficient funds to 
finance urgently needed road construc- 
tion and the Ecuadoran Government 
considers it imperative to integrate 
and unify the country geographically, 
it was ‘felt necessary to impose this 
second tax within approximately a 
year. A tax of 60 centavos a gallon 
was imposed in June 1953 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 1, 1954, p. 20 
and July 13, 1953, p. 12). 





impending shortage of any of the 
commodities or whenever there is 
uncontrolled inflation of prices, 
PRISCO may, with the approval of the 
President, import the commodity di- 
rectly for distribution in the local 
market through such channels as it 
may choose.—Emb., 


Belgium Host to 9th 


International Fair 


The Ninth International Fair of 
Ghent—Belgian Autumn Fair—re- 
puted to be the second most important 
event of its kind in Belgium, will be 
held September 11-26 at the Palais 
Fetes, im the Municipal Park and 
gardens in Ghent. This fair is being 
organized under the auspices of the 
Belgian Government by Foire Inter- 
national de Gand, Association sans 
But Lucratif, a nonprofit organiza- 
tion. 


Certain days will be designated, as 
in the past, for special country or in- 
dustry celebrations; for example, Co- 
lonial Day, United States Day, British 
Day, French Day, Netherlands Day, 
and Italian Day. Special sections will 
be reserved for the First International 
Dairy Show and the Second Family 
and Home Exhibition. 


Nearly every type of product will be. 
presented, arranged under the follow- 
ing classifications: Foodstuffs, furni- 
ture, building industry and construc- 
tion materials and equipment, jewelry, 
pharmaceuticals and chemicals, me- 
chanical construction, glass and crys- 
talware, leather goods, lighting and 
heating appliances, electric and wire- 
less apparatus, agricultural imple- 
ments, office furniture and equipment, 
household appliances, textile machin- 
ery and textile products. 


Official and parastatal organiza- 
tions also will occupy stands. At the 
First International Dairy Show a 
special section will be devoted to dairy 
machinery exhibits. 


The 1953 fair was visited by 450,000 
persons, including 11,220 foreign pro- 
spective buyers, who saw the exhibits 
of 647 domestic and 513 foreign ex- 
hibitors, This year the fair will have 
between 1,100 and 1,200 stands, the 
greater part being reserved by Amer- 
ican, Belgian, British, Netherlands, 
French, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, 
and Swiss participators. The individ- 
ual admission price to the general 
public will be about 40 cents. 


Further information may be ob- 
tained from the Fair Management or 
from the Belgian Chamber of Com- 
merce in the United States, Inc., 50 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
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Contracts Awarded by Egypt, Iraq, Thailand 


Contracts have been let by Egypt, 
Iraq, and Thailand for the supply of 
electrical and other equipment on 
which bid invitations were announced 
in previous issues of Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly. 

Egypt has awarded contracts cov- 
ering: 

@ The supply of transformers for 
the Cairo Electricity and Gas Admin- 
istration, to Alsthom, France (E£45,- 
120), and Elin A. G., Austria (E£12,- 
630). 

@ The supply of electric cable for 
the Cairo Electricity and Gas Admin- 
istration, to Trefileries et Laminoirs 
du Havre, France (E£6,358); Ateliers 
de Constructions Electriques de Char- 
leroi, Belgium (E£7,784); Compagnie 
des Cables et Materiel Electriques, 
France (E£11,302); and Siemens, S. 
S.W., A. G., Germany (E£86,791). 

@ The supply of 11-kilovolt over- 
head transmission lines at Qaha and 
Qaliub, for the Cairo Electricity and 
Gas Administration, to Ateliers de 
Construction Electriques de Charleroi, 
Belgium for overhead lines (E£38,115); 
and A. E. G., Germany for trans- 
former stations, etc. (E£38,300). 

@ The supply of underground high- 
tension cable for the Cairo Electricity 
and Gas Administration, to Neder- 
landsche Kabelfabrik Deft, Nether- 
lands (E£46,330) . 

@ The supply of vulcanized rubber 
insulated cable for the Cairo Electric- 
ity and Gas Administration, to Ate- 
liers de Constructions Electriques de 
Charleroi, Belgium (E£5,654); General 
Cable Manufacturing Co., England 
(E£7,191); and W. T. Henley’s Tele- 
graph Works Co. Ltd, England 
(E£4,912). 

@ The supply of 25,000 alternating- 
current watt-hour meters for the 
Cairo Electricity and Gas Adminis- 
tration to KOVO, Ltd., Czechoslovakia 
(E£31,731). 

The Iraq Development Board has 
awarded the contract for installation 
and putting into operation of machin- 
ery and equipment for a cotton spin- 
ning, weaving, and finishing plant at 
Mosul in northern Iraq awarded to 
Societe Alsacienne de Constructions 
Mecaniques, France (2,133,000 Iraqi 
dinars). The contract for buildings 
and auxiliary works was awarded to 
Al Mansur Construction Co. Iraq 


(601,000 Iraqi dinars). Project sched- 
uled for completion by mid-1956. 

The Thai Irrigation Department 
has awarded the contract for 16 radial 
gates and hoists for Chao Phya Dam, 
at Chainat, Thailand, to Stahlbau 
Rheinhausen (Fried Krupp), Ger- 
many, the lowest bidder. 





Companies in India Liable for 
Shareholders’ Estate Duty 


The obligations of foreign compa- 
nies operating in India to report cer- 
tain particulars upon the death of a 
shareholder have been set forth by 
the Government of India in “Estate 
Duty Rules, 1953.” 

These rules, considered effective as 
of October 15, 1953, were formulated 
to implement the Indian Estate Duty 
Act of 1953 (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly Dec. 14, 1953, p. 12). 

Under the Estate Duty Act, foreign 
companies doing business and earn- 
ing over half their income in India 
for 2 out of the 3 tax years prior to 
the death of the shareholder are re- 
quired to report details concerning a 
deceased shareholder and his hold- 
ings. Such companies are liable for 
payment of the estate duty at a spe- 
cial rate of 7% percent of the value 
of the deceased’s shares in excess of 
5,000 rupees ($1,050). 


The following details are to be re- 


ported: 
holder; last known address; date @ 
death; and date of lodgment or ng 
tification of probate as letters of ag. 
ministration or of notice of death. — 

Other data to be reported include, 
description of shares and/or stock 
held in the company by the stock. 
holder at the time of his death; num. 
ber of such shares and/or stocks with 
distinctive numbers of the stock q 
share certificates; nominal value of 
the shares or stocks; market valu 
per share or stock at date of death; 
basis of valuation; total value of hold. 
ing; and names and addresses @ 
trustees, administrators, or any other 
legal representatives. 

The texts of the Estate Duty Act 
1953, and the Estate Duty Rules, 1953 
may be obtained on loan from th 





Name of the deceased stock | 







+ 





Far Eastern Division, Bureau of For 


eign Commerce, U.S. Department of} 


Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Bogota Exposition Postponed 


The opening date of the Bogoty 
International Exposition has beg 
postponed from August 6 to Octobe 
29, by decision of the Board of Direc 
tors of the Corporation of Fairs and 
Exhibitions. The closing date ha 
been set for November 21. 


Originally scheduled for June 13 of 
this year, this exposition has nov 
been postponed twice, reportedly 
provide exhibitors with sufficient time 
to prepare their exhibits. 
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